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by Ronald Slabaugh 
You've heard of an "old fash-
ioned" winter revival —well, we had 
one in 1985. However, the emphasis 
seemed to be more on the "winter" 
than the "old fashioned" or the "re-
vival." Dr . Henry Ginder was sched-
uled for meetings at the Moore town 
Church, Sandusky, Mich., on Feb. 
13-20. Little did he or I know three 
years ago how things would turn 
out. The meetings were to begin on a 
Wednesday evening. However God 
seemed to have other plans. I had 
driven 60 miles on a snowy day early 
in the week to pick him up. By Wed-
nesday we were in the midst of a 
ma jo r winter s torm. So what should 
Ronald Slabaugh is pastor of the Moore-
town Brethren in Christ congregation near 
Sandusky, Mich. 
we do? We had announced the meet-
ings for weeks and now this. 
Henry said, "Pastor , I'd really like 
to get started tonight, but you know 
your people and the decision is up to 
you." And then he threw in a not-so-
subtle hint which went like this, 
"You know, pastor, it's been quite a 
number of years since I've had a 
meeting canceled. I generally don' t 
cancel meetings." Inwardly I said to 
myself, "Thank you for that much 
needed advice!" 
We were to go to a deacon's home 
for lunch, so I thought perhaps that 
would have a sobering effect on the 
situation and the decision to be 
made. I went outside to blow out the 
driveway and discovered that indeed 
things were worse than we thought. I 
came back in and announced that 
we wouldn't be able to go, for the 
drifts were just too deep. However, 
the deacon, who is a farmer , came 
with his trusty tractor and snow-
blade and asked us to follow him. So 
we piled into our little Ford Escort 
and were on our way. It was a two 
and a half mile trip to his home and I 
am sure we would not have arrived 
without his leading the way. 
After lunch we started for home 
and should have had the tractor lead 
us again. It was a wild, topsy-turvy 
ride. The sky had brightened and 
everything on the ground ran to-
gether. We could not see where the 
roadside began or stopped and the 
path cleared an hour and a half ear-
lier was blowing shut. Dr. Ginder 
thought I was putt ing on an act to 
scare him, but sincerely I was not. I 
drove by the "Braille" system. When-
ever I could feel the car beginning to 
hit the deeper snow on the right or 
the left, I would instinctively steer to 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
Henry Ginder stands beside one of the 
snow piles in the parking lot. 
the opposite direction. The car was 
very hard to control and I had to 
keep my speed up or we would stall 
right in the middle of the road. It was 
the most terrifying two and a half 
miles I've ever driven. I expected 
that at any minute we would lose 
control and go into the ditch. In 
Michigan that is no small matter, for 
ditches generally are 15-25 feet wide 
and 10-15 feet deep for drainage 
purposes in this flat country. 
The trip did indeed have a con-
vincing effect upon Dr. Ginder, for 
he said, "Yes, Pastor, I really thought 
we could go ahead and start tonight, 
but now if you cancel I don ' t blame 
you." Well, that was a relief. So we 
canceled. 
The snow continued to fall all 
night. It was discouraging! But the 
f i rs t th ing next morn ing Henry 
. . . we offer some contrasting 
themes. For example, while the lead 
story tells of a mid-winter Michigan re-
vival, the article "A summer in parables" 
shares a new approach to scheduling 
services during the long, hot summer. 
In a "reprise editorial" by the late 
John E. Zercher, we take a look at ro-
mance, an important element too often 
in short supply in Christian marriages. 
(Sorry about that, my editorial bias is 
showing, and this is not the editorial 
page.) On pages 5-7, Andrew Stoner 
discusses marital conflict—unfortunate-
ly in too great supply, offering several 
suggestions on how to move toward 
resolving such conflict. 
One of our Visitor traditions is look-
ing back over the year just past. This 
year, "Religion in Review," which is 
provided by the Evangelical Press Asso-
ciation, is written by Doug Trouten, of 
EP News Service. 
And in the March issue . . . you'll 
read about a different way to plan a 
Vacation Bible School, find articles on 
an Easter theme, plus much more. G 
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On two nights, people 
had to come to church by tractor! 
walked into my study, still in his 
pajamas I might add, and said, "Pas-
tor, I know the weather is bad and 
things look discouraging, but I really 
feel we must get going!" There was 
considerable authority and weight in 
the tone of his voice. He then added, 
"Get on the phone and call your 
people and tell them the meetings 
will begin tonight and they should 
plan accordingly." I felt caught. Here 
was an administrator with years of 
scheduling experience and the drive 
to see that deadlines were met and 
duties were done regardless of condi-
tions. On the other hand, I would be 
calling my poor people and insisting 
that they should come to the service 
when the sensible thing to do was to 
stay at home. I didn't know what to 
do. 
I waited till after lunch to make 
my decision. I knew Henry wanted 
to go ahead even if there were only 4 
or 5 of us present. I thought to 
myself, "Where does faith fit into a 
situation like this? Does God expect 
us to believe him for a sudden end to 
the snowstorm or to believe for his 
protection while driving to services 
in unbelievably treacherous condi-
tions? Doesn't God expect us to use 
common sense? What is the balance 
between faith and common sense?" 
To be honest, I really didn't know. 
Well, the snow continued to fall. 
All afternoon the radio droned on 
with long lists of closings. I thought, 
"What will people think if they hear 
we are having services tonight?" But 
with Henry's blessing I decided to go 
ahead. All the church people were 
called, a local earth moving com-
pany was contacted for snow remov-
al, and I called the radio station to 
announce that our special services 
were going to begin tonight! By this 
time the entire county was placed 
under a "red alert." This meant only 
authorized emergency vehicles were 
to be on the roads. One of my parish-
ioners called to inform me that 
another lady in the church called her 
and said, "Don' t you know that if 
you drive under a red alert, you'll be 
arrested if caught on the road?" That 
was just the kind of news I needed. I 
called the Sheriffs Department to 
see if this information was true. For-
tunately it was not! I asked the 
officer what color of alert would 
mandate arrest (we had gone f rom a 
"yellow alert" to a "red alert") and he 
didn't know. So we proceeded with 
our plans. 
At 7:30 p.m. that evening there 
were nine of us present. Four of 
those were f rom our own family and 
Brother Ginder made five. We stood 
around and discussed, of all things, 
the weather. By 7:45 p.m. 11 more 
people arrived and nearly all of them 
came by tractor. This really impressed 
and inspired Brother Ginder. To 
think, people coming to church on 
tractors, why that was just unheard 
of. His comments went something 
like, "Well, bless your hearts! You 
dear people surely are committed to 
be willing to come to church by trac-
tor." Yes, they were! In fact for the 
first two nights of services that's how 
they came. 
On the first night we had a total 
attendance of 20 and had a good 
service! Then, the second night we 
had 40. By this time my faith was 
increasing. I told Brother Ginder 
that we would now double the at-
tendance in each succeeding service. 
He said, "Well, Pastor, that's good. 
By the end of the meetings we'll have 
3,000." I thought his estimate was a 
little bit high, so I checked his math. 
He was right. On the third night we 
had 60, and on Sunday morning we 
had 85. Other churches around us 
were canceling their services and we 
had 85! Praise the Lord! It was a 
tremendous service with a good re-
sponse to the invitation. 
What a series of services! We 
never did reach 3,000, but the Lord 
did indeed bless and we had a week 
of services that none of us will ever 
forget. I learned about a side of 
Brother Ginder that I had not known 
before. And, yes, I do believe we had 
an "old-fashioned" winter revival. • 
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Resolving Conflict 
in Marriage 
by J. Andrew Stoner 
Can conflicts be used to 
a positive advantage 
in building a 
marriage? 
' av id and Vera Mace, world renowned leaders in 
Marr iage Enrichment , suggest that in order for a mar-
riage to grow more meaningful and fulfilling, a couple 
needs to develop a me thod for resolving conflict. Con-
flicts left unresolved will result in distance, alienation, 
deep emot ional injury, and decreasing intimacy. Con-
versely, when a couple develops patterns for resolving 
conflicts, they will inevitably be opening their relation-
ship to increased intimacy and closeness. 
Conflicts will be what you either allow them to be or 
make them to be. It is best to choose to see them as 
opportuni t ies , thus making them stepping stones toward 
int imacy and unders tanding. They can be seen as oppor -
tunities to learn something new about your spouse, about 
yourself, abou t your environment , and about your mar-
riage relat ionship. To be willing to mutually work at 
resolving conflicts is an expression of love in itself and 
demonstra tes a strong commitment to the other. 
J. Andrew Stoner is a marriage and family counselor, and is a 
member of the pastoral staff of First Mennonite Church, Berne, Ind. 
Prior to that assignment, he had pastored the Souderton, Pa., 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Surface conflicts often represent a deeper dimension of 
concern than the specific area of the conflict suggests. 
For example, a conflict over who is responsible to keep 
the check-book balanced is in actuality a struggle for 
power or control. Sometimes present conflicts may have 
their roots in the role models observed as children grow-
ing up, and the couple just presupposed that was the way 
all marriages were to be. Thus, with differing models in 
mind, a conflict was unavoidable. Or a conflict can be a 
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means of shielding oneself f rom a 
point of vulnerability or intimacy. 
When one senses the other getting 
too close, or becoming more truthful 
than one wants to become, it is easy 
to find an issue over which to argue 
thus insuring that distance is main-
tained and intimacy avoided. Be 
careful to look beneath the surface 
to find underlying issues of serious 
proportions, instead of focusing only 
on conflicts themselves. 
Conflicts are always bi-lateral in 
nature. Actions are unilateral, and 
many times a change by one person 
may dissolve a conflict. But, by defi-
nition, a conflict involves at least 
two differing opinions. Therefore, in 
resolving a conflict, a couple must 
see it as "their" problem, not just that 
of one or the other. If it is seen as a 
mutual problem, then the solution 
will have a mutuality about it as well. 
Of course, this presupposes that 
both are willing to work at resolving 
the conflict and both are committed 
to the marriage relationship. To see 
conflicts f r o m a standpoint of mutu-
ality also enables each person to 
have a share in the credit for resolv-
ing it, thus building unity between 
them. 
It is very helpful to remember that 
the process a couple goes through in 
resolving conflicts is just as impor-
tant as the final result. If the focus is 
on the result, there is too much of a 
possibility for seeing it f rom a winner 
or loser perspective. (I win this time, 
you win next!) If we reduce our con-
flict resolutions to a win-lose score-
card, we aren't really resolving any 
conflicts. It is a disguised attempt at 
control and dominat ion . Rather , 
both husband and wife must be 
more concerned about what happens 
to both of them and their marriage 
relationship in the process of resolv-
ing a conflict. In other words, attempt 
to see the forest—the big picture, 
rather than focus on one tree—an 
isolated conflict. 
Furthermore, it is not enough to 
merely spiritualize conflicts. It is a 
temptation to think that just praying 
about differences will resolve them, 
or that you'll be able to find a spe-
cific Bible passage and have a clearly 
defined and perfectly acceptable solu-
tion. It just doesn't work that way. 
For instance, if you had difficulty 
deciding which family to visit at 
Christmas, his or hers, you would 
have been hard pressed to find a 
biblical solution. In many conflicts, 
it seems that our Creator says we are 
to use our common sense and our 
reasoning abilities to reach a mutu-
ally acceptable solution. The most 
important thing to remember is that 
both be concerned about displaying 
a Christian attitude in the process of 
resolution, rather than focusing on 
the eventual conclusion. This is pre-
cisely where our Christian faith can 
make an enormous difference in our 
marriage. 
There are some-not-so-healthy re-
sponses to conflict which are regu-
larity used. One is to at tempt to 
avoid it, to run away f rom it. This 
works for a while, but is not a solu-
tion. Another is to deny that there is 
any conflict. The belief is that if one 
proclaims it loud and long enough, 
you'll convince yourself and others 
t h a t conf l i c t s a re no p r o b l e m . 
Another very common one is to 
suppress it or just keep silent, in 
hopes that it will all go away. Some-
times it does. But that is not conflict 
resolution and it bypasses the possi-
bilities for intimacy. 
But the response which bothers 
this writer most, especially in Chris-
tian circles, is the martyr image, or 
the "peace-at-all-costs" philosophy 
which requires one person to be the 
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e reduce our conflict resolutions to a 
>se scorecard, we aren't really re-
g any conflicts. 
doormat , or to always acquiesce and 
go along with what the other wants. 
This often carries a biblical injunc-
tion submission, usually by the wife. 
Well, the Bible speaks of submis-
sion, but it is a mutual, willing, lov-
ing submission built into the process 
of conflict resolution in which there 
is no concern for power, domina-
tion, or control over the other per-
son, and in which each person 
esteems the other as highly as they 
themselves wish to be valued. 
How then can a conflict be re-
solved? Here are five steps to follow, 
making prayer an integral part of 
each step. 
1. Diffuse it. Look at it in such a 
way that both can win, without los-
ing either dignity or identity. Maybe 
all one needs is t ime—10 minutes, 2 
hours, a day—to pull back f rom the 
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highly charged emotional edge of 
the conflict, so as to be able to talk 
about it realistically, honestly, and 
objectively. Seek the most profitable 
time and manner in which to resolve 
the conflict. 
2. Define it. Clearly indicate what 
the conflict is all about, no more and 
no less. Be honest in seeking agree-
ment about what the conflict is. 
Often, if that much agreement is 
reached, the conflict isn't nearly as 
crucial or important. By all means, 
don't drag in other peripheral issues 
which cloud the discussion or an-
tagonize the other. 
3. Discuss it. Discuss all sides as 
dispassionately as possible. Seek 
above all to understand the other's 
point of view regarding the other's 
feelings, and try to find a mutually 
agreeable compromise. Often the 
whole point of a conflict is the desire 
to be heard and understood. Once 
that need is met, the conflict itself 
often pales in importance. 
4. Decide it. If the first three 
steps have been followed, rarely is 
this step impossible. By this time, 
both people are aware of what should 
be done, especially if there has been a 
mutual desire for the Spirit of God 
to direct the process. If there still 
seems to not be a clear direction, ask 
two further questions: First, does 
there need to be an immedia te 
answer? Maybe the best solution is 
no answer at the present. Let time 
and providence help decide the issue. 
Secondly, if an immediate decision is 
required, ask to whom can we go for 
advice? Often a mutually trusted 
person or group can be of incalcula-
ble value in getting you off point 
zero of indecision. Be certain there is 
mutual agreement about what the 
decision ultimately is. It is possible 
to come this far, but have differing 
perceptions as to what was finally 
agreed upon, only to have it all erupt 
later in a larger conflict! 
5. Drop it. After conflict is re-
solved, both persons should incor-
porate the learnings into their lives, 
celebrate the occasion with a deepen-
ing of openness and intimacy between 
them, express appreciation for the 
process they've just experienced, and 
drop the matter. If it is brought up 
again, it hasn't been actually or 
completely resolved. This is where 
forgiveness comes into focus. For-
giveness is the willingness to drop 
the issue, to no longer seek redress or 
revenge, nor to continue the conflict 
in such a way as to hurt the other 
person—no matter how often the 
opportunity arises. 
Diffuse, define, discuss, decide, 
then drop it. Five steps in resolving 
conflicts in such a way as to increase 
intimacy and strengthen the mar-
riage relationship. Conflict poses the 
opportunity to improve or to de-
stroy intimacy in a marriage. Which 
will you make it? • 
7 
A summer in parables 
by Daryl Climenhaga 
How does an inter-generational 
Sunday school sound? Have parents 
and children learning the same things 
at the same time. We didn' t go quite 
tha t far at Speedwell Heights (Lititz, 
PA) this past summer, but we did try 
something we had never done before. 
The Christian Education Commit-
tee was doing its annual soul-search 
as it tried to put together the summer 
Sunday school program. The com-
binat ion of a small g roup of teachers 
to draw f rom, busy summer sched-
ules, and a varied assortment of our 
regular programs left the committee 
Daryl Climenhaga is pastor of the Speed-
well Heights Brethren in Christ Church. 
members wondering how to meet 
our Sunday school needs without 
wiping people out. 
Then came the inspiration. "Why 
don ' t we combine the worship ser-
vice and the Sunday school hour and 
d o every th ing in one 90-minu te 
block?" We had talked about that 
kind of possibility a couple of years 
before, but the ideas had not come 
together properly. 
This time the ideas came together 
quickly and well. We organized the 
summer session (June to August) 
a round the parables of Jesus. We 
divided the morn ing service into two 
parts: a time of family worship ori-
ented to the children, followed by a 
WELCOME TO A SUMMER WITH PARABLES! ! 
Jesus did a lot of his teaching in Parables. JUNE 2 The Parable of the Soils 
(Mark 4:10-20) 
When we read these stories, we hear the voice 
of Jesus speaking with a special clearness. 9 Workers in the Vineyard/ 
The Talents 
To help us focus on each parable, we are 
(Matthew 20:1-16; 25:14-30) 
planning the whole morning around the story 16 The Mustard Seed 
of the day. 
(Mark 4:30-32) 
23 The Prodigal Son 
Our service will look like this: (Luke 15:11-32) 
9:30 a.m. Gather together in the Sanctuary 30 The Lost Sheep 
for Family Worship (Luke 15:3-7; Matthew 18:12-14) 
- singing for children and adults 
- telling the parable with a JULY 7 The Wise and Foolish Virgins 
K-box or filmstrip (Matthew 25:1-13) 
- praying together and giving 
together 14 The Unforgiving Servant 
10:15 a.m. After a short break to stretch, (Matthew 18:23-25) 
Children will go downstairs and 
work with - crafts 21 The Persistent Widow/The Pharisee 
- workbooks and the Publican 
- activities (Luke 18:1-14) 
to help them understand the parable. 
Adults will continue in the sanc- 28 The Wedding Feast 
tuary with the morning message (Luke 14:16-24; Matthew 22:1-14) 
and time for responses to help 
The House Built on the Rock/Sand them understand the parable. AUGUST 4 
(Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49) 
11:00 a.m. Dismiss 
JOIN US IN OUR PARABLE SUMMER!! EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! 
n The Lost Coin 
(Luke 15:8-10) 
We will hear the voice of Jesus Christ drawing us 18 The Good Samaritan 
into the Holy History of God's mighty saving acts! (Luke 10:25-37) 
Such excitement and joy makes for a good summer. _25 The Parable of the Soils 
(Mark 4:1-9) 
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time of teaching and preaching with 
the adults in the sanctuary and the 
children (up to grade 6) downstairs. 
The whole service, lasting about 90 
minutes, resulted in people standing 
a round and talking for a lot longer 
afterwards. 
We started our Parable Summer 
in J u n e . We f o u n d s ign i f i can t 
strengths in the program. One was 
the smaller number of staff required 
for the summer. For our congrega-
tion of 50, we used a songleader (to 
lead the whole congregation in chil-
dren's choruses), a storyteller (to tell 
the parable as a children's story, but 
with the whole congregation listen-
ing), and two teachers (to take the 
children up to grade 6). Another 
strength was the interaction of the 
different ages. Workbooks and crafts 
made it possible to individualize the 
teaching downstairs and still have 
the interaction of the ages. A third 
strength was the longer time (45 
minutes) the adults had to pursue 
Some of the children in the sanctuary during Family Worship. The other photos 
show activities downstairs during the second half of the service. 
the theme of the sermon. We used 
various kinds of congregational re-
sponses to develop the sermon and 
drive the parable home. 
There were also weaknesses. Since 
we rotated the two teachers who 
work downstairs, using a total of 
eight, the children didn't get the con-
tinuity that was desirable. For the 
adults, it takes an effort for some to 
sing children's choruses. (Making 
them do it may not be weakness— 
Jesus did tell us to become like chil-
dren.) Further, the adults had less 
teaching than under a two-service 
schedule. 
We think the strengths outweighed 
the weaknesses. We enjoyed our 
summer more than when we scraped 
to provide teachers. The help we re-
ceived f rom the Parish Resource 
Center in Lancaster gave us more 
ideas than we knew what to do with. 
The joy of studying the parables of 
Jesus over a full summer affirmed 
for us the wisdom of trying our 
alternate schedule. 
We were glad to go back to our 
regular Sunday schoo^Worship Ser-
vice in September. And we look 
forward to another summer of com-
bined service with a new theme next 
summer. This time the Christian 
Education Committee does not have 
to tremble as much as it prepares for 
the summer of 1986. • 
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u y a i i i i u i i L c i i m a i l , M l . 
Church 
expansion 
I just finished reading the book of 
Acts. I think I a m open to the Word 
of God. I see the New Testament 
Church was a growing church. But is 
it fair to say with M. R. McCrary, "If 
we don ' t expand , if we don' t grow, 
this is a deviation f r o m God's bibli-
cal example of the church"? 
The church in the book of Acts 
was a growing church. It was charac-
terized by rapid and wide expansion. 
They had a popula t ion explosion. 
Eleven, 120, 3000, 5000 and up and 
u p they went. But, you say, "There 
he goes on n u m b e r s aga in ." Dr . 
Dona ld McGavran answers, "Yes, I 
would say tha t the church is number 
conscious, in the same sense any 
mother is number conscious. If seven 
of her eight children were going 
as t ray and only one was an obedient 
and loving child, she wouldn ' t say, 
"Well, I've got one. I don ' t care 
a b o u t the others. I 'm not interested 
in numbers . 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr., is pastor of West 
Shore Brethren in Christ Church in Enola, 
Pa. 
Now I'm aware that not all growth 
is valuable. In the Bible, the fig tree 
grew leaves, but no fruit . In the par-
able, good seed was sown, but weeds, 
tares, and suckers grew also. Some-
times trees or plants grow too thick 
and need pruning. Sometimes grow-
ing but unfrui t ful things even need to 
be purged or destroyed. 
I have been a pastor for more than 
30 years and have shared in more 
than 200 revivals and camps. I am 
still learning. But allow me to point 
up three observations which may be 
helpful to this generation: (1) Jesus 
said, "I will build my church." My 
word is, let it happen. (2) Jesus also 
said, "Go out and compel them to 
come in." My word is, make it 
happen. (3) Jesus fur ther said, "Pray 
ye therefore that the Lord of the 
harvest will send for th laborers." My 
word is, pray that it happens. Now 
let us look at these three short but 
dynamic imperatives. 
Let it happen 
Many factors were involved in the 
growth of the first church, but let me 
point to two of them. First, growth 
did not happen until the disciples 
were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Christ knew full well that these fol-
lowers needed heart purity and the 
bapt i sm with the Holy Spirit before 
they could or would be effective wit-
nesses. He gave his disciples his final 
words as they went f r o m the upper 
r o o m to his arrest in the garden: "I 
will send the Holy Spirit unto you. 
He will lead you, guide you, teach 
you, and show you how to be en thu-
siastic, effective, and vigorous oper-
ators. Be sure to tarry at Jerusalem 
until you are endued with power 
f r o m on high." There are no substi-
tutes for the holy life. 
Second, spontaneous expansion 
played a very important role in the 
growth of the early church. By spon-
taneous expansion, I mean the expan-
sion which follows the almost irre-
sistible at t ract ion of the new Chris-
tians as they radiate and issue for th 
their newfound joy. I mean the 
expansion which follows the unex-
horted and unorganized activity of 
individual members of the church 
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explaining to others the gospel of 
Christ . I mean also the extension of 
the church by the addi t ion of new 
churches. I 'm talking abou t that 
kind of spontanei ty which has a 
cha rm far beyond that of our highly 
organized, complicated schemes. 
In our day of sophistication, con-
trol, and superintendency, we need 
to look again at the potential energy 
of the spontaneous activity of indi-
viduals. The newfound joy, strength-
ened and enlightened by the divine 
grace of Christ the Savior, inevitably 
tends to impel people to propagate 
the gospel. Priscilla and Aquila ade-
quately taught Apollos the way of 
God. Peter proclaimed Christ to 
Cornelius and his family. Paul min-
istered on the island of Melita. These 
are instances when the Holy Spirit 
did the organizing and used the nat-
ural instincts of individuals. 
Make it happen 
Having looked at the importance 
of letting Christ do his thing, we now 
look at Christian responsibility. It is 
t rue tha t Christ said, "I will build my 
church," but it is also true that he 
uses people to win people. Again, he 
said, "Compel them to come in, that 
my house may be full ." Did you 
know that a half-full church in the 
winter is a waste of energy? Fill the 
building. Less heat is needed. More 
money will be available for missions 
and other needs. The people will be 
excited and the Lord will receive the 
glory. 
Make it happen! I return to the 
word "compel." It means to urge 
with an irresistible force. To date I 
feel that the one word which fits this 
description is love. Love may be re-
sisted, but it is the most dynamic 
force I know. God is love. When we 
link with him, we will love, care, and 
share. We will bleed and weep over 
the erring one and lift up the fallen. 
His love is a winner. We are winners 
when we love. 
In the second place, to "make it 
happen" is to set affective and attain-
able goals. Goal setting is a part of 
church growth. Aim at nothing; you 
gain nothing. Robert G. Witty gives 
three elements which are extremely 
impor tan t in goal setting: (1) Relate 
to time. Fix a point of time fo r 
accomplishment. Then there's excite-
ment, victory, and satisfaction. Have 
some short-range goals toward long-
range plans. (2) Publicity. Make big 
signs. Movement attracts more atten-
tion than its lack. Recently I was in 
the Palmyra Brethren in Christ 
Church for a missions conference. 
They had signs all over the p l a c e -
hanging f r o m the lights, tacked to 
the arches, and on the bulletin 
boards. (3) People. Every goal that 
involves people must have people 
response. 
In the third place, we need to 
organize for growth. The early church 
selected seven deacons according to 
Acts 6:5 and two verses later the 
Bible says, "So the word of God 
spread. The number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased rapidly." Organi-
zation guided by the Holy Spirit is 
for instruction and guidance, not 
control . Too often we seek to main-
tain control when we should cut the 
red tape and let the Spirit work. 
Organize we must. But our organi-
zation must glorify God, not itself. 
(Our digestive system is only noticed 
when it is not working.) 
Pray it happens 
My third point is a combinat ion 
of the first two and definitely grows 
out of their implications. Prayer is 
the key to any and all effective activ-
ity. Consider these verses: "He who 
goes out weeping, carrying seed to 
sow, will return with songs of joy, 
c a r r y i n g sheaves wi th h im (Ps . 
126:6). "Ask of me, and I will make 
the nations your inheritance, the 
ends of the earth your possession" 
(Ps. 2:8). "This is the assurance we 
have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us. And if we know tha t he 
hears us—whatever we ask—we know 
that we have what we asked of h im" 
(1 John 5:14-15). 
T o sum it up, don ' t try to have 
church growth without the bapt ism 
with the Holy Spirit. Don' t expect 
God to do what you can do and 
don ' t expect answers to prayers you 
haven't prayed. To present it in a 
positive way, let growth happen; 
make growth happen; and pray it 
happens! • 
Executive director resigns; 
CHA plans move to Kentucky 
Darius Salter has announced his resignation as executive director of the 
Christian Holiness Association, effective August 31, 1986. He has held the 
position for seven years. During his tenure there has been a marked increase in 
membership, mailing constituency, and regional events. Dr. Salter has 
expressed a desire to give more time to teaching and writing at Western 
Evangelical Seminary where he is currently professor of Pastoral Theology. 
A search committee was immediately set in process to find a replacement 
for Dr. Salter. Those wishing to nominate such a person for this position may 
contact: Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, chairman of the CHA Search Committee and 
general secretary of the Church of the Nazarene; or the Reverend Robert 
Kline, president of the Christian Holiness Association, and general superin-
tendent of the Churches of Christ in Christian Union. 
The Christian Holiness Association has recently been given a property in 
Wilmore, Ky. A colonial style building located on seven acres of land was 
donated by OMS International Inc. and World Gospel Mission for the 
purpose of housing the international office of CHA. It is the goal of the 
Association to relocate from Portland, Ore. to Wilmore, Ky., by the end of the 
summer of 1986. 
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The five-way plan: 
a cure for 
money-centered 
support 
The focus needs to shift from the 
collection plate to consecrated per-
sonnel, from decimal points to dedi-
cated people, from financial pro-
grams to faithful proclamation, from 
money to manpower. 
Inc reas ing ly , peop le all over 
America are spelling missions with 
dollar signs. Missions means money. 
Missions means more dollars and 
less sense. Missions means anxious 
young candidates with price tags in 
their ears and all too few bargains. 
Missions means ballooning budgets 
and high-priced products. Is there 
no relief? Will financial indigestion 
continue to threaten that vital organ 
called missions? 
One of the greatest tragedies today 
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is the seemingly unbreakable strangle-
hold money has on missionary out-
reach. Ask any pastor or missions 
commit tee cha i rman abou t the 
church missions program. Like some 
well-oiled computer they will spout 
out a dollar amount . "We gave over 
$120,000 to missions last year" or 
"We have a faith promise goal of 
$360,000!" 
Missions is all wrapped up in 
adding machine tape and financial 
reports . The t empera tu re of a 
church's interest in world evange-
lism seems to be measured by the rise 
of red ribbon on some gawdy card-
board faith-promise thermometer. 
The success of a missions conference 
is no longer measured by increased 
vision but by increased budgets. 
Obviously, the problem is not 
with faith-promise goals, ever-in-
creasing budgets, fund-raising ban-
quets, or brightly colored thermom-
eters. The problem is the excessive 
and almost exclusive focus on these 
monetary concerns. To center mis-
sions in money is like making the 
family budget the foundat ion of the 
Christian home. 
The temperature of a church's 
interest in missions is not to be mea-
sured with dollar signs, but with ded-
icated servants. Has the church pro-
duced workers? How many home-
grown missionaries have been sent 
to reproduce a harvest in the thorny 
fields of God's favored planet earth? 
The success of a missions confer-
ence is not found on faith-promise 
cards but in faith-powered candi-
dates. It is not the giving but the 
going that must be emphasized. How 
many have responded to God's man-
date to disciple all the nations, to 
preach the gospel to every creature, 
to proclaim repentance and forgive-
ness of sins to all peoples, to be sent 
as Christ was sent into a needy 
world? 
The focus needs to shift f rom the 
collection plate to consecrated per-
sonnel, f rom decimal points to dedi-
cated people, f rom financial pro-
grams to faithful proclamation, f rom 
money to manpower. 
Simply put, missions means send-
ing, and sending means more than 
giving. Yes, there is relief to the 
financial indigestion that is bringing 
heartburn and internal distress to 
missions. How do you spell relief? 
A D O P T . It is time to go beyond 
"supporting" missionaries. Mission-
aries need to be "adopted." What is 
needed is the concern and care af-
forded a family member. 
If the church is indeed the "family 
of God" comprised of blood-bought 
"brothers and sisters," it is only nat-
ural that the family members care 
for those who are directed by the 
Father to serve in faraway or alien 
territories. The Royal Family is to 
"multiply and fill the earth" with the 
glory of the Father and King. 
"Support," like "missions," has 
taken on the taint of money. It is 
time to call for a moratorium on 
supporting missionaries and plead 
for adopting them. The procedure is 
not at all complicated. In order to 
insure that no missionary of the 
church be counted an outsider or a 
distant cousin and thus suffer f rom 
neglect, people of the church need to 
be encouraged to follow adoption 
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procedures that will provide a close 
tie with the new family members. 
A young family with three small 
children will select a missionary fam-
ily with small children so that there 
may be more interest and involve-
ment on the part of each member of 
the new "extended household." A 
college student will most naturally 
want to adopt a single missionary, 
while a retired couple might be inter-
ested in veteran missionaries who 
face some of the same challenges and 
opportunities of life. The obvious 
goal is that of making missions 
people-centered. 
A simple five-fold adoption con-
tract insures continued commitment. 
This is no nebulous or ambiguous 
plan. It includes, but goes beyond, 
the decimal precision of financial 
contributions. The plan is practical 
and measurable. It fulfills these five 
responsibilities. 
1. Pray daily. Every day one prays 
for the members of his adopted fam-
ily. To insure that this commitment 
is kept, it is advisable to secure a 
prayer card for the adopted mis-
sionary or missionary family and 
post it on the ba throom mirror, in 
the breakfast nook, or in some other 
conspicuous place where it can serve 
as a daily reminder for prayer. 
What are the prayer requests? 
That is easy. Even when there are no 
known specific prayer needs, prayer 
can be specific. Missionary needs are 
not unlike a church member's needs. 
It is often helpful to utilize a simple 
"P.S. system." As a person prays for 
his children he simply adds, "P.S. 
Please help our missionary children 
in their studies, too. Protect J immy 
and Susan. Help them grow in your 
grace and knowledge." As one prays 
for the decisions facing him in the 
day, he adds, "P.S. Guide Dick in 
the decisions he must make today in 
Thailand." Prayer for the adopted 
family becomes a delightful and re-
warding experience. 
A conspicuous clock set to the 
time zone of the adopted family 
helps to give an idea of what they 
might be doing there. The daily 
exercise of prayer can take on new 
meaning with an added awareness of 
the missionaries' probable schedule 
of activities. The more personal the 
plan, the more productive the pro-
cedure. Other creative ideas can add 
to the effectiveness of the daily prayer 
project. 
2. Give weekly. Although mis-
sions is not money, missions does 
require money. The focus, however, 
is shifted f rom money to manpower 
when it is conceived as a part of a 
family enterprise. The sustenance 
and care of an adopted missionary 
family or families becomes the main 
concern. The offering placed in the 
collection plate each Sunday is part 
of a deeper commitment. 
The apostle Paul instructed the 
Corinthian Christians to set aside a 
sum in keeping with their income 
"on the first day of every week." This 
can become a new service of wor-
ship. Proportional, systematic giv-
ing is a weekly exercise to insure 
adequate provision fo the "brothers 
and sisters" in service overseas. 
Giving should not be a burden, 
but a delight. God loves the cheerful 
giver. The Bible does not say, "Give 
until it hurts." In essence the biblical 
instruction is "Give until you are 
happy!" To be able to provide for a 
much loved family member is not a 
pain, but a pleasure. It is not forced 
but a very natural exercise. Mission-
ary support suddenly takes on the 
fuller meaning it should rightfully 
claim. 
3. Write monthly. There is nothing 
that encourages missionaries more 
than a letter. Letter writing need not 
be a laborious chore. Nor need it 
involve a great deal of time. Perhaps 
the best way to accomplish this 
aspect of the adoption contract is to 
secure a good supply of aerogrammes 
f rom the post office. These letter-
forms require neither an envelope 
nor a stamp. They speed by air mail 
to any destination in the world at the 
bargain rate of a mere 36 cents. 
A quick note relating some family 
or church news is ideal. The most 
important sentence of every letter, 
however, is, "We are praying for you 
every day." There is no greater en-
couragement to a close relative in 
faraway places than to know of the 
systematic support in prayer. 
4. Send a "care package" quar-
terly. A small package or manila 
envelope filled with simple items, 
like some recent magazine, the latest 
best-sel l ing p a p e r b a c k b o o k , a 
"match-box" car, a miniature stuffed 
animal, or some gum and candy sent 
three or four times a year will bring 
untold joy to the adopted relatives. 
Especially helpful to them are items 
not attainable in their country of 
service. For example, dry yeast is not 
readily available in many countries 
of the world. Quality cloth diapers 
are either not sold or are extremely 
expensive in some nations. 
The adopted missionary family, 
of course, knows both the items they 
wish that they could get and any 
special mailing instructions needed 
to avoid excessive duty charges or 
other customs restrictions. In most 
cases a small package identified with 
a green sticker available at any U .S . 
Post Office will be received with no 
duty charged. 
5. Remember birthdays and anni-
versaries annually. Nothing carries a 
more personal touch than a birthday 
or anniversary greeting. It is just one 
more way of demonstrating close 
loving concern for the adopted mis-
sionary family. 
It is advisable either to sign the 
card lightly in pencil or to enclose a 
note and leave the card unsigned. 
Why? Birthday greeting cards in 
English are another item that cannot 
normally be purchased overseas. If 
the card is not signed it may be 
recycled! The one who sends the 
card may very well be blessed with 
the same card on his birthday the 
following year! 
The financial indigestion of mis-
sions has a cure. Relief f rom distress-
ing dollar signs and the budget is 
readily available. The focus need 
only move f rom money to man-
power. The shift f rom supporting 
missionaries to adopting missionar-
ies can provide full health to the 
most important Body in the world: 
the Church of Jesus Christ. The 
church around the world can become 
the multiplying force God desires it 
to be—a family of redeemed people 
committed to work together to reach 
alienated people with the message of 
life. This is real missions! • 
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od at work in our world 
We are thankful 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe, Nicaragua 
Things we do together as a family 
seem to be increasingly more important 
to us as our children grow older. Maybe 
it is because where we live there are not a 
lot of other things to do. But things like 
making and sharing our Christmas fruit-
cake and following certain birthday 
activities each year are special to us. 
Family traditions give us some order 
and stability in an insecure world. 
Recently we found it useful to think 
about the things for which we are thank-
ful. This is what we share with you— 
some of the reasons we are content as we 
live and work in Nicaragua. 
Krista: I'm thankful for fresh tropi-
cal fruit like papaya, mango, jocote, 
pineapple, and anacite; the beautiful, 
everchanging view from our house; the 
interesting geographical forms nearby 
like a volcano, a lagoon, and the Pacific 
Ocean. 
Karen: I'm thankful I'm beginning to 
grow as a Christian. I'm thankful for the 
natural beauty of Nicaragua, the typical 
Nicaraguan foods, and a nice house. 
Keith: I'm thankful for the oppor-
tunity to live in Nicaragua, for the peo-
ple of this country, for my stamp collec-
tion, and for my new driver's license. 
All three children: We're thankful for 
good grades, our school friends, the 
Christians among our classmates and 
staff at school—especially our school 
bus driver, Don Josd. 
Marshall and Eleanor: We're thank-
ful for each of our children—Keith, 
Karen, and Krista—as individuals, and 
for the opportunity for them to grow up 
among people of a different culture, 
become fluent in the Spanish language, 
and attend a nearby school where 27 
nationalities are represented. 
We're thankful for a culture where 
modesty is a value, for our own families 
who love us, for letters, and for the 
many people who pray with and for us. 
We're grateful for concerned, loving, 
and understanding co-workers in the 
missions offices, and for congregations 
in the United States and Canada that 
share themselves with us. 
We're thankful that Eleanor had the 
opportunity to do prenatal teaching and 
listening with a young lady having her 
first child and a pastor's wife expecting 
her fourth. We're thankful for two recent 
(From left): Karen, Keith, Krista, Elea-
nor and Marshall Poe. 
requests from women for teaching on 
how to study the Bible, and evidence of 
spiritual and academic growth among 
the pastors. We're glad for the increased 
concern and interest among pastors in 
getting help for family relationship 
problems, and for reports of God at 
work in such places as Caracas and 
Bogota. 
And we're thankful for the promise of 
visitors in November, December, and 
January. 
Youth respond 
Rachel Melhorn, Choma, Zambia 
In our Brethren in Christ fellowship 
at Choma Secondary School, we have a 
very fine, dedicated committee who 
meet each Sunday after service for prayer 
for the church. In September six of our 
boys were baptized. As they came from 
the water they appeared to have had an 
experience with the Lord. Some of them 
are Grade eights. Just think what they 
will be when they leave after Grade 12! 
I thank the Lord for answered prayer 
for our retreat at Sikalongo. Our theme 
was "Complete in Him." In two sessions 
Fred Holland shared from John 17. 
Yotham Sikwangala was called away, 
and so Fines Mayoba took his session. 
The spiritual tone was high. I don't 
think any left as he or she had come. 
Five gave their lives to the Lord; one girl 
was delivered; many had problems solved; 
and all left spiritually revived. During 
our last group discussion, we evaluated 
what was learned throughout the week-
end. One thought kept recurring—the 
Bible study on prayer seemed to be the 
most effective part of the weekend. If we 
can teach them to pray, many will have 
conquered a big part of the Christian 
life. 
Pray for our group. We are growing, 
about 70 each Sunday. When I went to 
the retreat, I had to turn many down 
because of lack of space in our truck. I 
took 41 from Choma and 20 girls from 
Njase. 
The Spirit is also moving among the 
Scripture Union (SU) group. The room 
is packed on Sunday nights. We had 
another good camp in August. It was 
quite small, but many left with their 
burdens lifted. Some were delivered 
from demons. Pray for them because 
influences from home sometimes bring 
all of it back. The two teachers who 
came to Christ at an earlier SU camp 
still come to my house for Bible study. 
They also attend Bible study with me 
Wednesday nights at the Inter-Denomina-
tional Church. Support them with 
prayer. 
It is finished 
Submitted by Ethel Bundy, Navajo 
Mission 
One of the prayer requests for Decem-
ber 1982 was to pray for the completion 
of the Navajo translation of the Old 
Testament. Now it is finished. David 
Tutt, who lives in Farmington, NM, 
gives the following background for the 
present good news. 
"Bible translation began among the 
Navajos in the early 1940s when Turner 
Blount of Wycliffe Bible Translators 
took Geronimo Martin to one of the 
first sessions of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics at Norman, Oklahoma. 
"The Wycliffe staff was supplemented 
by Miss Faye Edgerton and Miss Faith 
Hill and another Navajo, Roger Deal. 
The first Navajo New Testament was 
published in 1956 with the understand-
ing that a revision, done more com-
pletely by Navajos, was in order within 
10 years. After completing the Apache 
New Testament the ladies returned to 
start that revision, which eventually 
involved Miss Fannie Scott and Miss 
Emily Johnson. 
"In 1968 Faye Edgerton went to be 
with the Lord and a few months later 
Dave Tutt settled into the Wycliffe 
House to help complete the work. So it 
was that work began on first time rough 
drafts of some Old Testament books 
and the endless task of revising and cor-
recting. Mr. and Mrs. Warren Davis 
also joined in the Old Testament work 
about the same time. And so, in Anglo-
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Navajo committees of two or three, we 
translated, then checked and rechecked 
each other's work. The entire Old Tes-
tament was read through at least once in 
Navajo by the whole group of four 
Navajos and two Anglos. Some parts 
were read twice. As a final check for 
minor errors, Dave Tutt read from 
Genesis to Malachi with Fannie and/or 
Emily while the Davises put out final 
copy on an IBM Composer. 
"The last book was sent to New York 
in March 1985, and after some delay in 
getting the New Testament recomposed 
in two-column format to match the Old, 
the entire Bible went to the printers in 
early fall. Printing was completed the 
last week of November and some Bibles 
have their covers on already. Some peo-
ple may be able to receive a Navajo Bible 
for Christmas, but most will have to 
wait until the dedication services. These 
will be held in Farmington on Friday 
evening, January 17, and on Saturday, 
January 18, in Window Rock in the 
morning and in Tuba City in the evening. 
"Gifts to the American Bible Society 
enable them to offer the Bible to the 
Navajo people at $5.00 for the hard 
cover and at $15.70 for the leather 
cover—plus postage and handling." 
All of this is good news for the TEE 
group at Carsons and others who have 
been looking forward to studying the 
Old Testament in Navajo. 
First-timers 
Karen Deyhle—Nagoya, Japan 
We had special evangelistic services 
the first weekend of October. We had 
prayed and hoped that some people who 
never came before would show up from 
interest about the fliers our group passed 
out. Sunday morning we had four adult 
first-timers plus several new children. 
Mr. Kamiyama, who lives on our 
corner, always loves to chat with Dan. 
When he got the flier, he came around to 
talk aobut his beliefs. Someone gave 
him a Bible during his high school years. 
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He is in his 50's now and, though he has 
never gone to church, he says he has 
been a "secret Christian" all these years. 
So, there he sat, right in the front row. 
Beside me sat Masato Komoda and 
Thea Lapotka, an engaged couple we 
often have over for Sunday evening 
meals. She is an American and he comes 
from a Christian Japanese family in our 
community. We met his parents when 
we first moved to Nagoya, but they were 
not interested in our church. In fact, 
they have not been involved in any 
church since their pastor moved to 
Kuyoto about 10 years ago. Masato 
went to Sunday school as a child, so he 
has a foundation. They are planning a 
Christian wedding which is not the 
norm for Japan. 
The fourth person was Mrs. Ando, a 
friend of the Ito family who joined sev-
eral months ago. We wanted to have 
special music, and in order for our regu-
lar pianist to sing, she needed someone 
to accompany her. Mrs. Ando is an 
excellent pianist, and so she came to 
help and also brought her little boy. He 
enjoyed the Sunday school, so now they 
plan to come regularly. Four new adults 
and two of them men! 
I found a place 
of worship in London 
Wisdom Phiri, Barking College, Essex, 
U.K. 
Malawi, Africa, is my country of 
origin. I come from a Christian family 
who belong to the Church of Central 
Africa Presbyterian (CCAP). This is 
similar to the Church of England. 
When I arrived in London, September 
1983, the first task was to find a church 
where I could worship the Lord and 
continue to grow spiritually. There are 
many Churches to England in the area 
where I live. But strangely, 1 found 
myself visiting a different one each Sun-
day. I did not find satisfaction in any 
one of them. I cannot say why, because I 
did not have any special reason, but I 
prayed that God would help me to find a 
place of worship, for I could not find it 
on my own. 
One Friday afternoon, a college mate 
and dear friend invited me to his church 
where he had found new life in Christ. It 
is the Brethren in Christ International 
Fellowship in Forest Gate. 
The following Sunday, I joined him 
for worship at his church. The message 
put across to the congregation uplifted 
my soul. I also attended the Bible study 
the following week. Both the worship 
service and the Bible study helped me to 
realize the need my life has for Christ. 
The Christian atmosphere was so pleas-
ant that I felt that it was the place of 
worship I was looking for. 
I have been encouraged and strength-
ened in my faith by the fellowship we 
have and the sharing of the Word of 
God with other members of the church. 
I am very delighted that I can share in 
this ministry of our Lord. 
As I continue to grow in the Lord, I 
am also blessed by our outreach pro-
gram. Every Wednesday I have the 
opportunity to share my faith with both 
believers and unbelievers. I feel this is 
part of my duty since I have accepted 
Christ so that I can help others also to 
accept him as their personal Savior. 
Blessings have come to us from our 
mother church in the U.S.A., Finland in 
Europe, and Africa. They have given us 
encouragement as we work for the Lord 
here in London. 
Pray for this fellowship to reach 
many people for Christ, to continue to 
be a blessing here in London and to 
reach to people in Malawi. Pray for me 
also that my faith will be so firm that the 
powers of the devil shall not be able to 
deflect me from this rich source of peace 
that I have found in our Lord. 
The London Fellowship meets In this 
neighborhood. 
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Religion 
in review 
by Doug Trouten 
EP News Service 
Copyright © 1985 
The year reflected in the faces of children: Top left—a 
South African child in Crossroads, near prosperous Cape 
Town. Top right—a Laotian child walks by a village fence 
made from U.S. bomb shells. Lower— the Institute for Nutri-
tion in Central America reports that 90 percent of the chil-
dren under 5 in Honduras suffer malnutrition. 
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It was a quiet year . . . some places 
It was a quiet year in Lake Wobegon, 
Garrison Keillor's imaginary hometown. 
Keillor, host of public radio's "A Prairie 
Home Companion," the Saturday night 
radio show heard live on more than 260 
public radio stations across the country, 
burst into national prominence with a 
best-selling book and a cover story in 
Time magazine. 
Keillor's radio show is a strange mix 
of television's "Hee-Haw" and Sunday 
morning worship. Many of his broad-
Doug Trouten is director of EP News Ser-
vice, editor of the Twin Cities Christian 
newspaper (Minneapolis, MN), and founder 
of the Christian Newspaper Association. 
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casts feature gospel singing, hymns, and 
even Scripture reading; all feature a 
sermon by Keillor: the "News from Lake 
Wobegon" monologue. 
"A Prairie Home Companion" fea-
tures values that have been forgotten or 
ignored by today's hurry-up-and-make-
a-buck society. Keillor's message is one 
of contentment, warmth, and peace. 
It's a message that needed to be heard, 
for in 1985 the church in the U.S. 
focused its attention on the world situa-
tion. And outside of Lake Wobegon, it 
wasn't such a quiet year. 
South Africa 
It was the year of South Africa, a year 
when racial tensions and inequities that 
had been in place for decades were sud-
denly at the top of the news agenda. 
South African Bishop Desmond Tutu 
was given a Nobel Peace Prize for urg-
ing non-violent opposition to apartheid, 
South Africa's government-endorsed 
system of racial discrimination. The 
prize gave Tutu a platform from which 
to address the world, and he did not 
waste the opportunity. 
Tutu stopped short of calling for eco-
nomic sanctions against the white minori-
ty government, but he suggested that 
they may be necessary often enough that 
the world got the general idea. Western 
institutions, including religious organi-
zations, schools, and denominations, 
called for disinvestment; many groups 
began to sell their stock in companies 
that do business in South Africa. Bishop 
Evangelical Visitor 
Philip Cousin of the National Council 
of Churches called for economic sanc-
tions, as did American Lutheran Church 
Bishop David W. Preus. 
Alan Paton, South African citizen 
and author of Cry the Beloved Country, 
disagreed. Paton, a long-time opponent 
of South Africa's racial inequities, said 
economic sanctions would hurt the op-
pressed black workers more than the 
white minority, and would do more 
harm than good. Paton characterized 
Western divesters as "self-righteous," 
and said their role in dismantling apart-
heid would bring on a more oppressive 
system. 
Jerry Falwell visited South Africa, 
endorsed South African President P. W. 
Botha as a reformer, and called Bishop 
Tutu "a phony" for pretending to repre-
sent the blacks of South Africa. Falwell 
apologized later, saying that he hadn't 
meant to impugn Tutu's character, but 
not before his tactless remark had led 
some to label him as a bigot, and cost his 
organization more than SI million in 
donations. Falwell condemned apartheid 
as "ungodly," and explained that he 
merely questioned the tactics of those 
who would dismantle it, but his clarified 
position went largely unheard. 
South Africa saw much racial vio-
lence in 1985; lives were lost when police 
battled crowds of demonstrators, others 
were lost when black mobs killed blacks 
suspected of "collaboration." The govern-
ment arrested anti-apartheid spokesmen, 
including the Rev. Allan Boesak, presi-
dent of the World Alliance Reformed 
Churches. 
The South African religious communi-
ty banded together to urge peaceful 
resolution of the conflict. Tens of thou-
sands of South Africans of all races 
joined in prayer Oct. 9, publicly lament-
ing "those sinful aspects of our national 
life which have led us to the present 
crisis." 
Nicaragua 
When South Africa wasn't in the 
headlines, Nicaragua was. President 
Ronald Reagan's decision to impose 
trade sanctions against Nicaragua's 
Sandinista government drew strong crit-
icism from the Christian community, 
including the National Council of 
Churches and the Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
Nicaragua became a tourist attraction 
of sorts, as many religious groups toured 
the nation to get "the real story." As in 
South Africa, "the real story" seemed to 
depend largely on who was leading the 
tour. Some groups returned with reports 
of a flourishing church and expanded 
human rights. Others reported govern-
ment abuse. All reported atrocities, but 
some attributed them to Sandinista 
agents, others blamed the "contra" rebel 
opposition. 
Christian Broadcasting Network's 
Operation Blessing was condemned by 
Sojourners magazine for aiding rebels in 
Nicaragua. Sojourners charged that 
CBN was providing food, clothing, and 
medical aid to refugees, thereby allow-
ing contra groups to spend their funds 
for military supplies. CBN said it sup-
plied aid to people without asking about 
their political views. "CBN stands ac-
cused of helping sick, hungry, and home-
less people," said CBN's Earl Weirich. 
"If that's the case, then we are guilty." 
The Sandinista government suspended 
civil liberties Oct. 15, and said the "bru-
tal aggression" of the U.S. had forced 
them to take this action. The following 
persecution of Nicaraguan religious 
leaders—including arrests of evangelical 
leaders, extensive questionings, and 
seizure of a religious radio station— 
drew criticism. Dr. Billy Melvin, execu-
tive director of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, called the persecution 
of evangelical leaders in Nicaragua "dis-
turbing," and urged prayer "that these 
infringements on human rights be 
stopped." 
The rest of the world 
South Africa and Nicaragua grabbed 
most of the headlines in 1985, but by no 
means did those nations monopolize 
oppression of religious leaders. 
Greece sentenced three Christian 
workers to prison terms for proselytism 
to the Protestant faith. Costas Macris, 
director of the Hellenic Missionary 
Union of Athens, Don Stevens, director 
of Youth With A Mission's maritime 
ministries, and Allan Williams, chaplain 
of Y WAM's Mercy Ship Anastasis were 
convicted for giving a New Testament to 
a teenage boy, and for directing him to 
an evangelical youth meeting. The Chris-
tian workers are appealing, and their 
case will be heard May 21, 1986. 
YWAM workers in Nepal were ar-
rested as well, charged with promoting 
Christianity. China arrested and sen-
tenced Christian workers for holding 
meetings and distributing literature. 
Turkey arrested Christian workers on 
similar charges. Romania imprisoned 
pastors and lay leaders, and bulldozed 
evangelical churches for "urban renew-
al," according to Christian Response 
International, a human rights group. In 
the Soviet Union, Christian musician 
Valeri Barinov began serving a prison 
sentence, after being charged with trying 
to cross the Soviet border illegally. 
India's high court ruled that members of 
"scheduled castes" (formerly called "un-
touchables") lost their claim to govern-
ment benefits if they convert to Chris-
tianity. The rebuilding of the Narkis 
Street Baptist Church in Jerusalem has 
been stalled, as Jewish groups continue 
to oppose this congregation which has 
suffered arson, bombing, and vandalism. 
Non-government forces around the 
world joined in persecution as well. A 
terrorist group in Lebanon claimed re-
sponsibility for the murder of Dutch 
Priest Nicolas Kluiters. A different Leb-
anese terrorist group was behind a 
bombing attack on the Voice of Hope 
Christian radio stations that resulted in 
five deaths and $440,000 in damage. An 
evangelical pastor in the Philippines was 
killed by armed gunmen. A Roman 
Catholic mob in El Brigido, Mexico, 
beat evangelical pastor Pascual Angeles 
Nopal, considered crucifying him, and 
dragged him through town by a noose 
around his neck; another mob near 
Mexico City attacked an evangelical 
congregation during worship. Maoist 
rebels in Peru have murdered and terror-
ized evangelical leaders there; "Civil 
Defense Patrols" established to combat 
terrorism have also tortured and killed 
Christian workers. 
New Tribes Mission workers in 
Colombia were held hostage by gueril-
las, but their captivity probably had 
more to do with access to an airplane 
than with religion. Mission pilot Paul 
Dye escaped his captors, and reached 
the government with information that 
led to the release of his co-workers. 
Disasters 
But although Christian workers re-
ceived unkind treatment in many coun-
tries during 1985, the church remained 
ready to lend a hand when disaster 
struck. The year that saw continuing 
famine in Ethiopia, tragic earthquakes 
in Mexico, and devastating mudslides 
following volcanic eruptions in Colom-
bia, also saw Christian groups spring 
into action to aid the victims of natural 
disaster. 
World Relief, World Vision, MAP 
International, the Salvation Army, 
Lutheran World Relief, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, CBN's 
Operation Blessing, Church World Ser-
vice, the Mennonite Central Commit-
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tee, and many more groups rushed food, 
medical supplies, clothing, and shelter 
to troubled areas. 
Bright spots 
Christian workers were doing good 
things elsewhere in the world as well. 
Wycliffe Bible Translators began 
work on their second thousand lan-
guages. It took Wycliffe 50 years to 
enter 1,000 languages; entering the 
second thousand is expected to take less 
than half that long. Wycliffe also closed 
out a country for the first time in its 
history during 1985; all of its work in 
Bolivia has been completed. That's one 
down . . . many more still to go. 
In the People's Republic of China, 
100,000 Chinese Bibles and more than 
60,000 Chinese New Testaments were 
printed with the help of the United Bible 
Societies. 
Bible distribution had many successes 
during 1985. "Every Home Crusades," 
sponsored by World Literature Cru-
sade, stepped up efforts to put a Bible 
into every home. WLC began work 
many places, including a communist 
government-approved program in Po-
land. Brazil also encouraged Bible dis-
tribution. Nearly 2.7 million Brazilian 
school-children now have their own 
copy of the New Testament, thanks to a 
massive Scripture outreach program 
called Brazil/New Life '90. Spurred by 
Brazilian law, which mandates Bible 
instruction in the classroom, the pro-
gram expects to distribute 25 million 
Portugese New Testaments by 1990. 
Leaders of the world's three largest 
Christian broadcasting organizations 
agreed to cooperate in a plan to "blanket 
the planet" with gospel broadcasting by 
the year 2000. Leaders of HCJB in 
Quito, Ecuador, Far East Broadcasting 
Company, and Trans World Radio said, 
"We are committed to provide every 
It was a good year . . . 
It was a good year for Moonies. The 
Rev. Sun Myung Moon ended a 13-
month prison sentence for tax evasion, 
and at a dinner held in his honor a va-
riety of religious leaders—including 
Jerry Falwell and black activist Joseph 
Lowery—called for President Reagan 
to pardon Moon. A Baptist college even 
awarded Moon an honorary degree. 
Unification Church President Mose 
Durst said Moon's imprisonment was 
the best thing that had happened to the 
church in years, because it generated 
sympathy for the church in the other-
wise antagonistic Christian community. 
Gary Dotson had good things happen 
this year. Cathleen Crowell Webb, whose 
testimony had led to Dotson's convic-
tion for rape, said that she lied about the 
rape charge, and couldn't live with her 
conscience after becoming a Christian. 
"The Lord would not leave me alone," 
she said. "The guilt just kept eating at 
me." But although Webb recanted her 
testimony, the judge who sentenced 
Dotson in 1979 refused to reverse his 
conviction. Illinois Governor James 
Thompson released Dotson by com-
muting his sentence to the six years 
already served. Webb authored a book 
about her experience and donated the 
proceeds from Forgive Me to Dotson. 
It was a good year for Joni Eareckson 
Tada. Tada received various honors 
during the year, including being named 
"1985 Layperson of the Year" by the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
Permanently paralyzed by a swimming 
accident, Tada has established a minis-
try to the handicapped, and has made a 
name for herself as an artist, speaker 
and author. 
It was a good year for Christian musi-
cians, and contemporary Christian 
music began to penetrate the secular 
music world. Amy Grant was criticized 
by some for targeting a secular audience 
with her music, but she also brought 
news of a Savior to an audience that 
hadn't already heard, and her album did 
what conventional Christian albums 
have not done: it produced a Top 40 
single. Christian musicians DeGarmo 
and Key broke a different sort of bar-
rier. Their rock video "666" became the 
first domestic Christian video to air on 
MTV, the influential cable channel. 
Singer Sandi Patti was named gospel 
artist of the year for the second straight 
year at the gospel music industry's 16th 
annual Dove Awards. Patti also repeated 
for the fourth year as top female vo-
calist and won inspirational album of 
the year honors for her "Songs from the 
Heart." Steven Green was top male 
vocalist, and songwriter of the year 
was Michael W. Smith. Amy Grant's 
"Straight Ahead" was contemporary 
album of the year. 
"Never Ashamed" was honored as 
Best Film at the 1985 Crown Awards, 
presented by the Christian Film Dis-
tributor's Association. The Edward T. 
McDougal film was also honored as 
Best Evangelistic Film and Best Youth 
Film, and featured Timothy Elwell who 
won Best Actor honors. Wenda Sheroes 
won Best Actress honors for the title 
role in the Ken Anderson film "Fanny 
Crosby." That film also earned the Best 
Cinematography award for Heather 
Edmondson. 
The eighth annual Gold Medallion 
Book Awards presented special achieve-
ment awards to Robert L. Mopsier, 
Cyrus Nelson, and Peter Kaldder, Jr., 
chairmen of the boards of Accent Publi-
cations, Gospel Light Publications, and 
The Zondervan Corporation, respective-
ly. Among the books honored at the 
Evangelical Christian Publishers Associ-
ation-sponsored ceremony were Dr. 
Anthony Campolo's You Can Make A 
Difference (Word); Johnny Come Home 
by R. C. Sproul (Regal/Gospel Light); 
The Water is Wide by Elizabeth Gibson 
(Zondervan); A Time for Remembering 
by Patricia Daniels Corn well (Harper 
and Row); In His Image by Dr. Paul 
Brand and Phillip Yancey (Zondervan); 
The Least of These by Curt Young 
(Moody); and The Miracles of Our 
Lord by Charles Caldwell Ryrie 
(Thomas Nelson). 
It was also a good year for fans of 
Superpower Summits, as U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet General 
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev got to-
gether for the first summit meeting since 
Reagan took ^office. A variety of reli-
gious leaders', including Rev. R. Keith 
Parks of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, and National Council of 
Churches General Secretary Rev. Arie 
Brouwer, urged prayer for the summit. 
When it was all done the world had just 
as many bombs as before, but Reagan 
and Gorbachev had gotten along well, 
and planned to meet again. Even this 
was more than some had hoped for. 
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It was a bad year . . . 
man, woman, and child on earth with 
the opportunity to turn on their radio 
and hear the gospel of Jesus Christ in a 
language they can understand." 
Evangelist Billy Graham drew huge 
crowds as he toured eastern bloc nations, 
including Romania and Hungary. Al-
though Graham was hospitalized during 
the year for various tests and treatments, 
the 67-year-old evangelist showed no 
signs of stopping his ministry. "I don't 
intend to quit preaching until God retires 
me," he said. "And the doctors tell me 
I'm healthier than I've ever been." 
Major gatherings 
Back in the U.S., Christians were hav-
ing meetings: regular meetings and 
enormous meetings. 
Meeting with the theme "Share the 
Hope," the National Association of 
Evangelicals condemned gambling, 
pornography, and homosexuality dur-
ing its 43rd annual convention. NAE 
President Robert Mclntyre told the 
convention that the group was "still 
needed" to combat "anti-evangelicalism 
in the electronic media . . . we carry 
our banner high in some skirmishes, but 
the war isn't won yet." 
The National Religious Broadcasters 
held their 42nd annual convention, an 
event which wound up being featured 
on TV's news-magazine program "60 
Minutes." CBS commentator Morley 
Safer earned the wrath of NRB when he 
called the convention "a kind of trade 
show for God," and added, "If this con-
vention of the converted is about any-
thing, it's about money." NRB said "60 
Minutes" focused on only a few of the 
337 exhibit booths at the convention, 
and avoided interviews with NRB 
leaders. 
Over 15,500 high school students and 
their adult leaders attended Youth Con-
gress '85, a national conference spon-
sored jointly by Campus Life of Youth 
for Christ, and Student Venture of 
Campus Crusade for Christ. Conferees 
heard Chuck Klein, national director of 
Student Venture; Bill Bright, president 
of Campus Crusade for Christ; Chuck 
Colson, former Watergate conspirator 
and founder of Prison Fellowship; and 
others. 
Conferees did not hear Tony Cam-
polo. The popular speaker and Eastern 
College sociology professor was sched-
uled to appear, but was canceled after a 
group of Evangelical Free Church pas-
tors from Illinois objected. Bill Bright 
decided to ban Campolo after determin-
It was a rough year for Scientologists. 
Former member Julie Titchbourne won 
a $39 million default judgment against 
the church and its founder, L. Ron 
Hubbard, for allegedly making fraudu-
lent promises to improve her I.Q. and 
her eyesight. Thousands gathered in 
Portland to protest the decision, includ-
ing the Rev. Everett Sileven, a Baptist 
pastor and veteran of a church-state bat-
tle back home in Nebraska. 
Although the judgment was thrown 
out and a new trial ordered, the case 
may have given other people an idea. In 
San Francisco, former Scientologist 
Larry Wollersheim sued for $25 million 
in damages; and back in Portland Mar-
tin Samuels, formerly head of the Scien-
tology Church in Portland, sued for $72 
million. Scientology lawyer said there 
was a nationwide trend by lawyers who 
know that Hubbard will not appear in 
court, making a default judgment likely. 
Hubbard has not been seen in public 
since 1980. 
Wollersheim's suit against the Church 
of Scientology resulted in some private 
Scientology documents becoming pub-
lic. The documents reveal secret teach-
ings of Hubbard, including the belief 
that evil among mankind originated 75 
million years ago with an evil planetary 
confederation ruler named Xemu. 
The Mormon Church saw some hard 
times as well. A letter linking Mormon 
founder Joseph Smith to folk magic was 
released during 1985. Other documents 
that challenge Mormon history were 
linked to bombings in October that 
killed two people and injured a third. 
The bombings are still under investiga-
tion. Mormon scholar Stan Larson said 
he was forced to resign his position with 
the church after concluding that Joseph 
Smith copied much of his "divine revela-
tion" from the King James Bible. Pro-
tests continued in Israel over the 
Mormon-affiliated Brigham Young Uni-
versity Study Center, now under con-
struction in Jerusalem. 
Mormonism also lost its leader when 
Spencer K. Kimball died at age 90. 
Kimball was succeeded as president of 
the Mormon Church by Ezra Taft Ben-
son, formerly U.S. Agriculture Secre-
tary under Eisenhower. 
Although it didn't begin that way, it 
was a tough year for Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh, the Indian guru who set up 
shop in Antelope, Oregon, which he 
renamed Rajneeshpuram. At the begin-
ning of the year the Bhagwan was riding 
high. He had his own town, many 
expensive watches, and 86 Rolls-Royces. 
Thousands of devoted followers flocked 
to hear his wisdom, including his char-
acterization of Christ as "a mental case," 
his assertion that Mother Theresa should 
be hung for contributing to overpopula-
tion, and his name for the Pope: "pope 
the polack." 
By the end of the year all that had 
changed. Rajneesh had been arrested 
for immigration, fraud, and ordered out 
of the country. His town had reverted to 
its previous name, and his commune 
was for sale. His organization was heav-
ily in debt, and his former second-in-
command was charged with poisoning 
plots and extensive wiretapping, includ-
ing bugging the Bhagwan's bedroom. 
Rajneesh went back home to India, say-
ing he would never return. 
Procter and Gamble finally had 
enough of ill-founded Christian rumors 
that its corporate logo, which features a 
crescent moon and stars, is linked to 
satanism. The company announced 
plans to phase out the logo, after efforts 
to squelch the rumor failed. 
Sanctuary workers got some bad news 
during 1985. Church members who had 
protested Reagan's Central American 
policies by offering refuge to illegal 
aliens from El Salvador and Guatemala 
were prosecuted for immigration viola-
tions. A judge scolded the government 
for using informants to conduct surveil-
lance during church services, but allowed 
trials to continue. The judiciary has 
expressed a profound disinterest in the 
motives behind illegal actions taken by 
Sanctuary workers, and it seems likely 
that convictions will continue. 
It was a particularly bad year to be a 
homosexual. Fears of an epidemic of 
AIDS, an acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome that primarily affects male 
homosexuals, made being a homosex-
ual a good deal less gay. Fear of AIDS 
affected communion services, as reli-
gious groups reevaluated the health 
implications of a shared chalice. 
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ing that his [Campolo's] book, A Rea-
sonable Faith, contained heretical ideas. 
A panel assembled later to mediate the 
dispute determined that the book was 
not heretical, but urged Campolo to 
clarify some of the ideas presented in the 
book. 
Campus Crusade finished the year 
with a global teleconference that drew 
together approximately 500,000 people 
in more than 50 countries and territories 
through modern satellite technology. 
The conference did not feature Campolo. 
Supreme Court 
The Supreme Court took a long, hard 
look at religious liberty in 1985, and 
reviewed many questions regarding the 
relationship between church and state. 
In a series of decisions, many of them by 
narrow margins, the Court described 
and clarified its views on religious free-
dom. What does the Constitution's guar-
antee of freedom of religion mean? In 
1985 the Court decided: volunteers for 
some religious groups must be paid 
whether they want to be or not, parochi-
al school students can't have the same 
access to federal education programs as 
their public school counterparts, and a 
worker's right to worship on the Sab-
bath is less important than his employ-
er's convenience. 
The Court told Tony Alamo that he 
had to pay his employees minimum 
wage, even though he operated a reli-
gious organization and his employees 
said they were volunteers and objected 
to being paid. Alamo's religious organi-
zation encompasses a variety of business 
enterprises, ranging from restaurants to 
sand and gravel operations. 
The Court told the city of Scarsdale, 
in New York, that it must accommodate 
citizens wishing to erect a Nativity dis-
play on public property. That decision 
was a 4-4 tie, and set no national prece-
dent, but affirmed previous rulings on 
Nativity displays. 
An Alabama law that provided a 
daily "minute of silence" for prayer or 
meditation was struck down by the 
Court, which ruled that the Alabama 
Legislature should not have suggested 
prayer as a possible activity for the 
moment of silence. The Court's decision 
indicated that moment-of-silence laws 
in other states, that did not mention 
prayer, would be acceptable. Chief Jus-
tice Warren Burger, dissenting said the 
decision demonstrated "hostility toward 
religion." 
The Court also invalidated a Connec-
ticut law that protected the right of 
employees to take their Sabbath day off 
from work. The Court decided that guar-
anteeing a Sabbath day of rest placed an 
undue burden on employers and nonre-
ligious employees. 
Just before adjourning for the sum-
mer, the Court struck down systems in 
New York and Michigan that were pro-
viding remedial and enrichment instruc-
tion to private school students. The pro-
1985—the Year of the Lawsuit . . . 
Although Christians are biblically 
leary of secular courts, all year long 
Christians were in and out of court with 
lawsuits as varied as the groups bringing 
them. 1985 was the Year of the lawsuit. 
Christians involved with Everett 
Sileven's Faith Christian School in 
Nebraska filed a $66 million lawsuit 
against the sheriff, his chief deputy, the 
state patrol captain, the attorney general 
of Nebraska, and the Cass County 
prosecuting attorney general for civil 
rights violations. The defendants were 
connected with a government effort to 
close the small Christian school, which 
included padlocking the doors of a 
church and dragging people away from 
a prayer meeting. The lawsuit is still 
pending. 
Rollen Stewart and Stephen Francis 
sued officials who removed signs bear-
ing Bible verses during a football game 
at RFK Stadium. The 15-foot banners 
said, "John 3:16," and were removed by 
officials, even though other signs unre-
lated to the game were allowed, accord-
ing to the suit. The suit claims discrimi-
nation based on religion. 
Spiritual Counterfeit Projects (SCP), 
a Christian cult-watching group, lost an 
$11.9 million libel judgment to Witness 
Lee and the Local Church, after SCP 
exhausted its legal defense funds. Earlier 
in the year, SCP had filed for court 
protection under Chapter 11 of Federal 
Bankruptcy Code, and expected to pay 
only $30,000 to the Local Church. 
Seattle Pacific University filed suit 
against the Washington Human Rights 
Commission (WHRC), in an effort to 
protect its hiring practices. The Free 
Methodist Churchrelated school prefers 
to employ evangelical Christians, and 
the WHRC decided the school was not a 
Christian organization, and therefore 
could not discriminate in employment. 
Colorado Pastor Richard Blanche 
battled a city ordinance that prohibits 
religious activities in private homes. 
Blanche's small congregation meets in 
his home; he has been sentenced and 
fined for conducting the meetings. 
Eleven-year-old Rebecca Higgins sued 
her public school after officials confis-
cated Bibles she had given to other stu-
dents. Higgins presented a book report 
on the Bible, and gave copies of the New 
Testament to her classmates, but the 
Bibles were seized and the sixth-grader 
was told she had broken the law, accord-
ing to the suit. 
Jews for Jesus sued New York's Jew-
ish Community Relations Council, 
charging that the council used its influ-
ence to prevent an interfaith Seder cele-
bration during Passover. 
A Louisiana family sued their church 
and its pastor for $2.5 million after the 
church expelled them. A California 
woman who embezzled church funds 
sued her Episcopal priest for $5 million, 
charging that he violated the secrecy of 
her confession. A Minnesota couple 
sued an Arkansas commune they had 
joined when life there didn't turn out as 
anticipated. A United Methodist minis-
ter sued two church officials who forced 
his retirement. 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State sued a bunch of peo-
ple. They sued to stop government aid to 
parochial schools in Louisiana. They 
sued U.S. Education Secretary William 
Bennett for favoring government aid to 
religious schools. They sued the Reagan 
administration for establishing diploma-
tic ties with the Vatican City. 
And finally, a couple from Lowry, 
Minnesota, sued the Worldwide Church 
of God for $5 million when the world 
didn't end as promised. Gilman and 
Gladys Anderson said they gave their 
farmland to the church when they were 
assured the world would end, but became 
suspicious when many years passed and 
the world was still here. 
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grams were ruled invalid because public 
school teachers entered private schools 
to provide the instruction. The Court 
noted that public school teachers could 
be influenced by the "pervasively sectar-
ian nature of the religious schools in 
which they work," but left open the pos-
sibility of students traveling to "neutral 
sites" to receive the tax-supported aid. 
Dissenting, Burger said the decision 
"borders on paranoia." 
The Supreme Court term begun in 
October of 1985 holds the promise of 
many more church-state decisions. The 
cases the Court accepted for review 
include: a student-led Bible study club 
that was denied access to school facili-
ties made available to other student 
organizations; a blind man who was 
denied vocational education assistance 
because of his decision to study for 
Christian work; an Air Force chaplain 
who was forbidden to wear the religious 
head covering required by his religion; 
and an American Indian whose daugh-
ter lost government benefits because of 
his religious beliefs regarding numbers, 
including Social Security numbers. 
The Court also accepted abortion 
cases for review, and will explore the 
right of state governments to regulate 
abortion procedures. The Court heard 
testimony on laws in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio that included a requirement that 
abortions be performed in hospitals, 
mandated a "cooling down period" be-
tween the request for and performance 
of an abortion, and required doctors to 
inform patients of possible risks related 
to abortion. 
And by action, rather than by deci-
sion, the Supreme Court announced 
that the right to pray against abortion 
ends where the steps of the Supreme 
Court begin. Court police arrested abor-
tion protesters that knelt to pray on the 
Court steps during a Jan. 22 march 
against abortion. 
Perhaps the main thing the Court did 
during 1985 was to stay alive. Faced 
with the prospect of having new Justices 
appointed by Reagan, the Court—one 
of the oldest in the nation's history— 
stayed on the job. "There is a contest on, 
obviously," explained John Whitehead, 
president of the Rutherford Institute, a 
religious liberty organization. "There is 
a very liberal element in the Supreme 
Court that wants to stay on until Rea-
gan goes out of office, because they fear 
he will appoint a conservative. For peo-
ple interested in a conservative court, 
the '88 elections are key." 
Speaking of the '88 elections, Pat 
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Robertson, founder of Christian Broad-
casting Network and host of CBN's "700 
Club," is quietly considering a run for 
the White House in 1988. "One of these 
days I may be a politician," said Robert-
son. "I don't know." 
State of the world 
That a televangelist could seriously 
consider a bid for the presidency is evi-
dence that the national mood has shifted. 
Modern research tracked that change 
during 1985. 
A growing number of Christians are 
identifying with the charismatic move-
ment. A Gallup poll said six million 
Catholics consider themselves charis-
matic, as do 25 of the nation's 336 
Catholic bishops, and 1500 parish priests. 
As many as 26.5 million of the nation's 
132 million Christians now turn to their 
faith for healing. About five percent of 
the nation's Episcopal clergy describe 
themselves as charismatic. And although 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
opposes the charismatic movement, 
church officials estimated that 10 per-
cent of the synod's 2.6 million members 
are charismatic. 
Nearly half of the U.S. public has 
experienced unusual and inexplicable 
spiritual religious experiences, accord-
ing to a Gallup survey. Of those ques-
tioned, 43 percent said they had expe-
rienced God's presence in their lives. 
The world is changing as well. The 
number of unevangelized in the world 
dropped by about four percent since 
1980, according to the World Christian 
Encyclopedia, but the percentage of 
Christians in total world population 
dropped by about one half of one per-
cent as well. An estimated 27.9 percent 
of the world's population was still un-
evangelized in 1985 (1.3 billion people); 
Christians make up an estimated 32.4 
percent of world population (1.5 bil-
lion). The encyclopedia also recorded 
250,000 foreign missionaries and 3.5 
million national Christian workers. 
White Christians are now in the 
minority, according to World Evangeli-
cal Fellowship. The shift has taken place 
since the beginning of this century. In 
1910, about six percent of all Christians 
lived outside Europe and North Amer-
ica. Today, that proportion has increased 
to 54 percent. 
Other news 
Gordon MacDonald succeeded James 
McLeish as president of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. Jay Kesler, past 
president of Youth For Christ/USA, 
was appointed president of his alma 
mater, Taylor University. Evangelist 
Leighton Ford announced plans to leave 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion. Lynn Buzzard left his position as 
executive director of the Christian Legal 
Society to teach law at Campbell Uni-
versity College of Law in North Caro-
lina; he was succeeded by Sam Ericsson. 
Cal Thomas resigned his position as 
communications vice president for the 
Moral Majority. 
Deaths 
The world changed in 1985 in another, 
more permanent way. The year claimed 
many Christian leaders, among them: 
Harold John Ockenga, a founder and 
first president of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals; Theodore Epp, 
founder of Back to the Bible broadcast; 
Willem Adolf Visser't Hooft, who led 
the World Council of Churches from its 
formation in 1948 until 1966; Eugene 
Carson Blake, president of the National 
Council of Churches from 1954 to 1957, 
and general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches from 1966 to 1972; 
Stanley S. Kresge, former chairman of 
Kresge Co. and K-Mart, a United 
Methodist layman who gave $500 mil-
lion to charitable causes; Alexander 
Scourby, the British actor whose voice 
brought the King James Bible to the 
blind; and Peter Vaschenko, one of the 
"Siberian Seven" who hid in the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow to escape Soviet 
oppression. 
All in all . . . 
All in all, 1985 was a year of strug-
gling to maintain in a world that is 
becoming increasingly secular, and in-
creasingly hostile to religion. A year of 
news: some of it good, much of it bad. A 
year of unrest; a year with fewer and 
fewer easy answers. It was a year in 
which the world became more danger-
ous and less satisfying for lovers of peace 
and justice. Some of the changes the 
year brought were encouraging; many 
were threatening. 
The world at the end of 1985 was, in 
many ways, a less pleasant place to live 
than at the beginning of the year. It was a 
year to make many people wish there 
really was a place like Garrison Keillor's 
Lake Wobegon . . . the little town that 
time forgot, that the decades could not 
improve . . . where all the women are 
strong, all the men are good looking and 
all the children are above average. • 
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Two "School of Ministry" 
courses scheduled for 1986 
Preparation for ministry involves both 
heart and head—in that order. Hearts 
that are warmed by the Spirit and ener-
gized for involvement in the redemptive 
mission of the church are indeed the 
essential ingredients. When the heart-
glow is missing or somehow burns low, 
ministry becomes mere work—or even 
worse, drudgery. As a church, we are all 
involved in supporting and encouraging 
those who are serving in ministry and 
those who are sensing God's call. This is 
as it should be and serves to strengthen 
the heart part. 
But ministry is both heart and head. 
There is much to be learned: skills to be 
developed, knowledge to be gained, 
background to be explored, ideas to be 
tested. 
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
has been commissioned by the church to 
assist in this learning process. Endow-
ment funds are being established. Over 
the years, many persons, with special 
interest in the quality of Brethren in 
Christ ministers, have contributed. Oth-
ers are presently working with the board 
in the interest of these funds. Through 
these funds, financial assistance is avail-
able to qualified seminary and Bible col-
lege students who are preparing for min-
istry in the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Another feature of the church's at-
tempt to encourage thorough training 
for ministry is the requirement that four 
core courses be completed prior to ordi-
nation. These courses as offered by the 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine are: 
Brethren in Christ History; Doctrine I— 
The Theology of Salvation; Doctrine 
II—The Theology of the Church; and 
Brethren in Christ Polity. These four 
courses may become part of seminary 
credit or be audited. At various times 
throughout the year and in various loca-
tions, one or more of these courses are 
offered in "Schools of Ministry." Coop-
erative Ministry funds or special gifts 
make it possible to provide limited 
travel and tuition assistance for semi-
nary students and others. 
Two "School of Ministry" events are 
scheduled for the first half of 1986: 
Brethren in Christ Polity will be taught 
by Dr. Don Shafer at the Massey Place 
Brethren in Christ Church in Saska-
toon, Sask., March 31-April 4. 
Doctrine II: Theology of the Church 
will be taught by Dr. Martin Schrag at 
Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, 
Ont., July 11-18. 
The typical cost for tuition and hospi-
tality is approximately $200 for each 
course. These costs can vary considera-
bly depending on the student's choice 
regarding lodging and audit. Persons 
interested in participating must call or 
write to the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine office. The courses are open to 
all who anticipate ministry in the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Interested lay 
people may also inquire about partici-
pation. Seminary students and others 
who may have had courses with similar 
content may submit a transcript and 
description of the course work for equiv-
alency consideration. A brochure called 
"Toward Ordination" listing currently 
scheduled courses and a further descrip-
tion of educational requirements is avail-
able on request. 
Contact the Board for Ministry & 
Doctrine office, P.O. Box 9587, Wichita, 
KS 67277-0587. 
Bluford Davis Ordained 
Bluford Davis, accompanied by his 
wife Callie, was ordained for ministry at 
Beulah Chapel, Columbia, Ky., on Sun-
day, December 15, 1985. Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger, pastor of the Rolling Acres 
Brethren in Christ Church, McMinn-
ville, Tenn., preached the ordination 
sermon. Bishop Owen Alderfer con-
ducted the rite of ordination and pre-
sented a charge to the newly ordained 
minister and his companion. Rev. Frank 
Whittaker, pastor of the Campbellsville 
congregation, assisted in the service. A 
reception was held for the Davises fol-
lowing the service. 
Both Rev. and Mrs. Davis were born 
and reared in Central Kentucky. Brother 
Davis, who had been pastor of Beulah 
Chapel for five years, had been an ele-
mentary teacher in Kentucky public 
schools for 30 years. Retiring from 
teaching, he is giving full time to pas-
toral ministry at present. Before assum-
ing the pastorate of his present church, 
Pastor Davis was associate minister of 
the Campbellsville congregation. 
In personal testimony, Rev. Davis 
stated: "Later in life God placed the call 
to preach the gospel upon my heart and 
gave me the witness of the calling after I 
preached my first sermon. The witness 
was this Scripture: 'Faithful is he that 
calleth you, who will also do it." 
MCC U.S. office 
of Criminal Justice 
compiling prison 
ministry directory 
Members of Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ churches have been involved in 
prison ministry for many years. But 
often they have ministered in isolation 
without much support or interaction 
with others involved in these ministries. 
The MCC U.S. Office of Criminal 
Justice and the Mennonite Steering 
Committee on Corrections are compil-
ing a directory of Mennonites and Breth-
ren in Christ in the United States who 
are involved in prison ministry. The goal 
is to encourage networking and mutual 
support. 
If you are involved in prison ministry 
or know someone who is, contact A1 
Wengerd, MCC U.S. Office of Criminal 
Justice, 220 W. High St., Elkhart, IN 
46516; phone (219) 293-3090. 
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Allegheny Conference 
Holiday celebrations at the Air Hill congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., included a "Pie and 
Praise" service and the musical, "Christmas Rhap-
sody," with Dale Eberly as host. • Dr. Arthur 
Climenhaga was guest speaker at the Big Valley 
Church, Belleville, Pa., Watch Night Service, 
December 31. 
The Carlisle, Pa., congregation youth group 
recently hosted a fun and learning trip to the MCC 
Self-Help Store in Ephrata, Pa. • The Clarence 
Center, N.Y., congregation recently viewed the 
National Association of Evangelicals film, "An 
African Prayer: In His Name," and took a special 
offering for world hunger. 
The choir of the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation 
presented the Doug Hoick cantata, "The Morning 
Sun," directed by Vernon Martin, in the December 
15 service. • Seven new members were recently 
received into the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa. • The New Guilford congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., joined Five Forks in Decem-
ber for the film, "Hudson Taylor's Mission to 
China." 
On December 8, the Chancel Choir of the 
Grantham, Pa., congregation presented the light 
opera, "Once Upon a Christmas," based on Leo 
Tolstoy's "Where Love Is, God Is Also." • Wes 
and Patty McCallum led the Watch Night Service 
of preaching, prayer, and praise at the Hanover, 
Pa., congregation. • The youth of the Martins-
burg, Pa., congregation sponsored chalk artist 
William Cramer in a December 1 service. • The 
Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., recently enjoyed two musical programs: the 
Chime and Junior Choirs from the Shenks Church, 
Eliza bethtown, Pa.; and a variety of compositions 
performed by Avis Carlson on harp, and Clarence 
Musser on the saw. 
The Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, 
Pa., recently held a missionary conference with 
Bishop Frank Kipe and Sharon Weisser. The 
Montgomery ladies' Christmas banquet featured 
Mrs. Dale Martin, speaking about vision coming 
alive. 
The Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., 
recently celebrated completing payments on the 
Christian education wing of the church. • On 
December 15, the youth of the Mt. Rock congre-
gation, Shippensburg, Pa., presented the play, 
"Christmas Every Day" with a cast of 20. • The 
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., en-
joyed a children's Christmas program on December 
22 which was followed by communion, candle-
lighting, and refreshments. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy adult choir, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
presented the musical "The Christmases of Your 
Life" by Diane Booker to the Cross Roads con-
gregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., on December 22. • The 
men and sons of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congre-
gation viewed the movie "Incredible Sports Cap-
ers" at their Fall Fellowship Banquet. The New 
Year's Eve service featured the two-hour film, 
"Treasures of the Snow," photographed in the 
Swiss Alps. The Elizabethtown congregation also 
received 14 new members in a service of believer's 
baptism. 
The film, "More Than Conquerors," explaining 
what is happening in the church behind the Iron 
Curtain, was viewed recently by the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla. • On December 30, 
the Lancaster, Pa., congregation held a special 
two-hour service of prayer, confession, Scripture 
meditation, and silent prayer. Intervals were plan-
ned so persons could come and go as they wished. 
The Lancaster children's preschool through grade 
six children's program, "Christmas Is," December 
15 was directed by Linda Letner and Martha 
Starr. 
On Sunday evening, December 1, 14 people 
were received as members of the Manor congrega-
tion, Columbia, Pa., and seven people were bap-
tized. The Manor church also recently held a mis-
sions conference with the theme "The World at 
Our Doorstep." Dr. David W. Shenk was the 
speaker. • The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., recently held an evening service, "How a 
Christian Living in a Land of Plenty Should 
Respond to a World in Need." The program 
included a panel discussion. The congregation also 
enjoyed J. Earl Martin's slides of his trip to Israel 
in another evening service. 
Ten new members were received by baptism on 
December 8 at the Palmyra, Pa., Church. The 
congregation recently shipped 157 sweaters for 
distribution in the Macha, Zambia, area. • The 
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., Christmas 
celebration included the cantata, "Love Trans-
cending" on December 15 and a children's pro-
gram on December 22. • Nine persons recently 
received baptism in the Refton, Pa., congregation. 
The women of the church sponsored a Christmas 
party on December 12 for the women of the Water 
Street Mission as an expression of love to those 
struggling with rejection. 
The Shenks congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
Junior Choir presented "The Little Bell That 
Wouldn't Stop Ringing" on December 22. The 
morning service December 29 featured the com-
missioning of Shenks members going to the Her-
shey church planting. • Joe and Ann Ginder, Kath-
leen Kennedy, and Chris and Marlys Book recently 
spoke to the Silverdale, Pa., congregation on Mis-
sions Day. 
The Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, 
Pa., recently viewed the four-part film series, "Out 
of the Salt Shaker." • The Speedwell Heights con-
gregation, Lititz, Pa., featured "A Christmas 
Acrostic" and an International Tea with a pinata 
during their December 8 evening gathering. • The 
drama committee of the Souderton, Pa., Church 
recently presented the play, "Peaceful Warrior," 
focusing on the life of an Anabaptist preacher in 
1527 in Germany. 
Canadian Conference 
On December 1, Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwal-
ter, retired missionaries from India shared the 
morning message with the Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Guelph, Ont. • Six persons were recently 
baptized by Pastor Kenneth Case in the Cheapside 
congregation, Nanticoke, Ont. Rev. Dwayne Hul-
lett from Niagara Falls conducted revival meetings 
in November. 
Rev. Dale Shaw was resource person recently 
for the Church Growth Seminar, "Fishers of 
Men," at the Falls View congregation, Niagara 
Falls, Ont. • The Heise Hill congregation, Gorm-
ley, Ont., recently hosted The Graham Sisters, 
voted "most promising new talent" by the Cana-
dian Gospel Music Association. • Joint choirs 
from Bridlewood, Heise Hill, and Oak Ridge, 
Richmond Hill, Ont., presented a Christmas con-
cert on December 15.* The Sunday school classes 
and Emmanuel Players were featured in a Decem-
ber 8 evening service at the Houghton Church, 
Langton, Ont. 
Rev. Leonard Chester from Bridlewood was 
recently guest speaker at the Sunday school 
workers' appreciation banquet at the Port Col-
borne, Ont., congregation. They also hosted the 
Welland, Ont., congregation for a potluck supper 
to conclude the recent Sunday school campaign. • 
TV personalities Kim Long and Jim Lambert pro-
vided special music at the Ridgemount Church, 
Hamilton, Ont., Adult Fellowship Christmas 
Dinner. 
The Sherkston, Ont., congregation recently 
enjoyed the evangelistic ministry of testimony, 
music, and puppeterring by the seven-member 
Brady family. • The Springvale congregation, 
Hagersville, Ont., recently held a week of revival 
services with Charles and Elaine Norman from 
Kansas. The Sonrise Indian Gospel Band, all Cree 
Indians and Bible college graduates, ministered 
recently to the Springvale church. • The Wain-
fleet, Ont., congregation recently hosted the Sell-
woods, a musical group from Bradford, Ont. 
Central Conference 
Rev. Richard Strickland was guest evangelist 
December 10-15 for the Beulah Chapel congrega-
tion, Springfield, Oh. • The Christian Union con-
gregation, Garrett, Ind., recently used Tim 
LaHaye's Spirit Controlled Temperaments for a 
three-part study of human temperaments and how 
the Holy Spirit can transform each. Guests from 
Christian Union attended the Nappanee, Ind., 
congregation's December 22 candlelighting ser-
vice, "The Dawn of Redeeming Grace." 
On December 3, the Pleasant Hill, Oh., congre-
gation hosted the Choraleers from Lancaster, Pa., 
who are on a four-month tour of Canada and the 
U.S. The youth of Pleasant Hill caroled and dis-
tributed fruit baskets on December 15. 
On December 5,6,7 the Sippo Valley congrega-
tion, Massillon, Oh., hosted their annual tour of 
the old Sippo Church. Crafts, baked goods, and 
homemade candies were sold. • Boyce Rueg-
segger, pilot with the Missionary Aviation Fellow-
ship serving in Indonesia, spoke to the congrega-
tion of Union Grove, New Paris, Ind., on Decem-
ber 11. The Union Grove congregation also 
received the gift of an electric typewriter from Rev. 
Kerwin Thiessen of Newton, Ks., former attender. 
The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, 
Oh., recently received 10 new members. The con-
gregation also was invited to the Highland con-
gregation, West Milton, Oh., for the Cooperative 
Ministries Promotion Dinner for Southern Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
Teacher trainer Wallace Grant of Warrenton, 
Mo., held a day-long teachers seminar at the Abi-
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Daily readings that 




Day Book & Chapter 
s • 1 Hebrews 12:12-15 
2. Anger 
s D 2 Proverbs 14:29; 16:32; 19:11; 
22:24,25; 25:28 
M • 3 Ecclesiastes 7:5-9 
T • 4 James 1:12-20 
3. Clamor 
W • 5 Acts 22:22-25 
T • 6 John 19:15,16 
F a 7 Proverbs 21:19 
4. Slander 
S • 8 Proverbs 26:18-28 
s • 9 James 3:2-10 
5. Malice 
M D 10 Zecharlah 7:8-14 
T • 11 Micah 2:1-5 
W a 12 Proverbs 3:29; 24:17,18; 
26:24,25 
E. Dealing with Offenses 
1. Viewing offenses 
T a 13 Matthew 18:1-9 
F • 14 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
S • 15 Romans 14:14-21 
2. "1 have offended" 
S • 16 Matthew 16:21-23 
M • 17 Matthew 5:21-26 
3. "I am offended" 
T • 18 Matthew 18:15-20 
W • 19 Luke 17:1-4 
4. Avoiding offenses 
T • 20 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 
II. Understanding 
F • 21 Psalm 111:1-10 
S O 22 Genesis 11:1-9 
A. Learning to Understand 
S a 23 Proverbs 28:5 
M • 24 Proverbs 3:5-6 
T • 25 Proverbs 2:1-6 
1. Keys to understanding 
W • 26 Psalm 38:10-18 
T • 27 Psalm 119:97-104 
F • 28 Proverbs 18:13-17 
MARCH 
Day Book & Chapter 
2. Empathy 
s • 1 Proverbs 21:2 
s • 2 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
M D 3 Hebrews 13:1-3 
T D 4 Hebrews 2:17-18 
w • 5 Hebrews 4:14-16 
T • 6 John 8:1-11 
3. Actions reflecting 
understanding 
F • 7 1 Kings 3:3-13 
S a 8 Proverbs 11:12; 12:11; 
17:27-28; 20:5; 28:16 
B. Relating to differences 
1. Recognizing differences 
S • 9 1 Corinthians 12:1-6 
M • 10 Hebrews 11:32-40 
T • 11 Luke 7:24-34 
W • 12 John 21:18-25 
This informative outline on interpersonal relation-
ships and all Scripture references are taken from the 
Love One Another Bible study; ©Churches Alive, 
1978, used by permission. 
If you find these readings helpful, we recommend 
the seven-book study series, suited for individual 
and/or group study. For a free brochure, contact: 
Churches Alive International 
Box 3800, San Bernardino, CA 92413 
PO. BOX 28. WHEATON. ILLINOIS 60189 
lene, Ks., congregation. The Junior Sunday school 
class, taught by Tim Bathurst, and the Heavenly 
Kids, led by Leanna Sherman, presented a pro-
gram at the Brown Memorial Home on December 
8. • On December 22 the children of the Greater 
Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation presented 
"Psalty's Christmas Calamity," a musical about 
the principles of love and faith. 
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., re-
sponded generously to a plea for food to distribute 
to needy families at Thanksgiving. Bishop Glenn 
Ginder showed the slide presentation, "Christ's 
Family—Saved to Tell Others," in the December 
15 morning service at Rosebank. The service was 
followed by a basket dinner. • The Zion congrega-
tion, Abilene, Ks., recently viewed the Tony Cam-
polo film, "Living in the World." Pastor Ron 
Bowell preached from Philippians 4:10-20 at the 
Community Thanksgiving service. 
Pacific Conference 
The new Gethsemane congregation. La Puente, 
Calif., pastored by LeRoy Eberly, held its first 
morning worship service at Workman Elementary 
School on December 8. The service was conducted 
in Spanish for the 34 in attendance. • On Novem-
ber 17, the Labish congregation, Salem, Ore., 
enjoyed the music ministry of "Iglesia Pentecos-
tas," a Spanish-American arm of the Mennonite 
Church. The group uses the Labish facilities for 
services on Sunday afternoons for Labish area 
Spanish residents. The congregation was encour-
aged to attend the November 24 Luis Palau 
Crusade. 
Pastor Freddy Negrete and a cast from the 
Living Word Church, Azusa, Calif., have pre-
sented the play, "When The Party's Over," to 
approximately 3,000 people from June through 
December. More than 60 people made decisions 
to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord when the play 
was given at La Puente High School and at San 
Gabriel Civic Auditorium. • The four days after 
Christmas were designated as prayer days for 1986 
at the Riverside, Calif., congregation. Members 
prayed together from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. each night 
regarding personal goals and a final decision on a 
building project. 
The Upland, Calif., congregation recently in-
stalled a "Body Life" bulletin board for sharing of 
"needs" and "offers" within the church. The 
December 8 Family Christmas featured "Amahl 
and the Night Visitors" in theater in the round. 
The Chancel Choir and Children's Division pre-
sented the Christmas musical, "Cradle the King 
with Praise," on December 15. 
For the Record 
Births 
Blouch: Alisha Marie, November 26; Cory and 
Karen Blouch, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Caufman: Allyson Dawn, November 20; LeRoy 
and Debbie Caufman, New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Davey: Sean Michael, November 17; Richard 
and Linda Davey, Clarence Center congregation, 
N.Y. 
Fitting: Joshua Michael, December 1; Ron and 
Kathie Fitting, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Frantz: Matthew James, November 21; Earl 
and Anne Frantz, Elizabethtown congregation, 
Pa. 
Fryan: Raymond Vincent, Jr., November 20; 
Ray and Peggy Fryan, Amherst congregation, 
Oh. 
Garrett: Lindsey Joy, November 5; Randy and 
Deb Garrett, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Erin Sue, November 30; Steve and 
Diane (Knepper) Lehman, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Mater: Brendan Kurtis, October 24; Blain and 
Jackie Mater, Port Colbourne congregation, Ont. 
Mellinger: Shawn Allen, November 28; Carl 
and Janet Mellinger, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Musser: Amy Marie, November 30; John and 
Sara Musser, Speedwell Heights congregation, 
Pa. 
Musser: Debie-Jo, November 20; Dewight and 
Joanne Musser, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Radcliffe: Lauren Elizabeth, May 13; Dave 
and Renae Radcliffe, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Ridley: Courtney Rebecca, December 11; Donn 
and Terri Ridley, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Rosentrater: David Paul, November 27; David 
and Sabina Rosentrater, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Schlatter: Jenessah Christine, October 13; Ste-
phen and Christine (Coulis) Schlatter. 
Siegrist: Mitchell, December 12; Gene and 
Carole Siegrist, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Sims: Rachael Anne, August 1; Troy and 
Brenda Sims, Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Harris-Engle: Sharon Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Engle, and David Glen, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rube Harris, Dallas, Texas, No-
vember 2 in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church, Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Kiss-Pynn: Susan, daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Pynn, and Michael, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kiss, Wellandport, Ontario, on August 31 at 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor 
W. Edward Rickman officiating. 
Mohan-Shoalts: Ellen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Shoalts; Wainfleet, Ontario, and Ganesh 
Mohan, Toronto, August 31, Christ Church Angli-
can, Wainfleet. 
Ream-Hoak: Tammy L. Hoak, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jere Barto, Millersville, Pa., and 
Scott B., son of Mr. and Mrs. Terry Ream, Willow 
Street, Pa., October 11, at the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Sinners-Lehr: Rebekah Anne Lehr and Ran-
dall Scott Sinners, both of Lancaster, Pa., Novem-
ber 3, in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Sypien-Tasker: Nancy Jean Tasker, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Max Rodriguez, Souderton, Pa., 
and John Allen Sypien, son of Mr. and Mrs. Perry 
Hopkins, Sarasota, Fla., November 3 in the Sil-
verdale Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor 
Omer King officiating. 
Tassone-Pollard: Sherrin Lynn, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Pollard, Welland, Ontario, 
and Nick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Biagio Tassone, 
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Niagara Falls, Ont., September 6 in the Welland 
Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor Walter 
Kelly officiating. 
Obituaries 
Burke: George Burke, born June 9, 1909, in 
England, died October 8,1985, in Toronto, Ontar-
io. He is survived by his wife, Helen (Huffman), 
sons Richard and Ronald, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. He attended the Port Col-
bourne Brethren in Christ congregation. Rev. 
James Cober officiated at the funeral. 
Engle: Rev. William H. Engle, born August 6, 
1903, in West Milton, Ohio, died November 13, 
Camp Hill, Pa. Son of Edward and Minerva Her-
shey Engle, he married Evelyn E. Brumbaugh who 
survives along with four children: Phyllis, Nevin, 
Loine Bert, and DeWitt; six grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; a brother, Walter; and a sis-
ter, Treva. Rev. Engle was a member of the Mes-
siah Village Brethren in Christ congregation. 
Memorial services were held at the Messiah Vil-
lage Chapel by Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. 
John A. Fries, Jr. Further services were held at the 
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church, Englewood, 
Ohio by Bishop Owen H. Alderfer, Rev. John 
Pawelski, and Rev. Robert D. Verno. Interment 
was in the Fairview Cemetery, Englewood, Ohio. 
A Tribute 
William Engle has gone home to be with the 
Lord. I knew him as Brother Engle, a man who 
wanted always to be at the Lord's side. For our 
departed brother, surely his passing from this life 
was to the fullness of the life he enjoyed most 
during the pilgrimage below. 
There was always a quiet reserve about Brother 
William—a sort of no-nonsense approach to life. 
Several things were profoundly clear; He was 
committed to the Lord and his ways. No sacrifice 
was too great, no effort too demanding in the 
calling of God to Christian ministry. There was 
never any complaint about the demands of the 
Gospel or the cost of service. To give one's best 
was to give the minimum. His life was an ordered 
one with a place for everything and everything in 
its place. That was his life-style in service to God 
and man. 
William's family reflects the quality of the man: 
it was always a joy to be in his home and with his 
children. As their father, the children were gentle 
people mostly—even as children. They were obe-
dient and responsive, a model of a Christian fam-
ily among the people to whom their father minis-
tered. To this day, we are pleased to regard them 
friends as we regarded their father and mother our 
friends. 
Brother Engle's life was one of devotion to the 
Lord as best he understood God's leadings for 
him. He served Brethren in Christ pastorates at 
Garland, Mich., Dayton and Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and South Mountain and Fairview, Pa. Pastoral 
ministry, camp meeting, service to the regional 
and General Conference: Brother Engle was always 
available in response to the call. Sometimes he felt 
the expectations too great and the demands too 
high, for he took seriously the verse which instructs 
us "not to think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think." 
A good and godly man has left our midst. We 
will miss him, for good men are always missed by 
wife and children and church. He has left his mark, 
however, and that is indelible upon the lives and 
in the homes of those to whom he ministered. 
Owen H. Alderfer 
for the Board of Bishops 
Peace Section to 
be aligned more 
directly with MCC 
The Mennonite Central Committee 
(International) Peace Section, which has 
a long history as an independent com-
mittee, will become more closely aligned 
with MCC's overseas work. 
The MCC Executive Committee, meet-
ing December 14 in Akron, Pa., agreed 
to accept a proposal by the section that 
the peace and justice portfolio be admin-
istratively responsible to the executive 
secretary of MCC and that a committee, 
tentatively called a Reference and Coun-
sel Committee, be established to provide 
support, consultation and advice to the 
peace portfolio. 
A task group made up of representa-
tives of MCC and the Peace Section will 
be formed to develop more specifically 
the nature of the new arrangement and 
the task of the new reference committee. 
The section's roots go back to the 
1939 formation of a Mennonite Central 
Peace Committee, with representatives 
f rom seven Mennonite conference 
groups. Its focus was on conscientious 
objection and international tensions that 
led to World War II. In 1942 the com-
mittee became a section of MCC, but 
the work was always administered by 
the Peace Section, rather than by the 
MCC executive secretary. 
In 1974 two national peace commit-
tees, MCC U.S. Peace Section and 
Canadian Peace and Social Concerns 
Committee, were formed. Since that 
time the MCC (International) Peace 
Section has been increasingly involved 
in acting as a resource to MCC's over-
seas activities, as well as relating to the 
International Mennonite Peace Com-
mittee and non-North American peace 
groups and ecumenical activities. At the 
same time peace activities have become 
more integral to MCC's relief and de-
velopment work. 
The new arrangement reflects peace 
work that is more integrated with the 
rest of MCC's overseas work. MCC 
Chairman Elmer Neufeld, a former execu-
tive secretary of MCC Peace Section, 
noted the historical importance of the 
proposed change, noting that "it is a 
[long-standing] tradition we are doing 
away with." 
The change will not affect the status 
of either the U.S. or Canadian peace 
offices. 
Foote: Hannah Eyer Foote, born April 30, 
1898, in Lincoln, Ks., died December 24, 1985, in 
Upland, Calif. She was married to Allen D. Foote 
in 1937, who preceded her in death. She was a 
faculty member at Upland College from 1928-
1964 and carried on an active correspondence with 
missionaries around the world. She is survived by 
a sister, Catherine Naylor, and a brother, Harvey 
Eyer. She was a member of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. John Snook and Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder. Interment was in the Bellevue Mauso-
leum. 
Lehman: Lillian Frey Lehman of Conestoga, 
Pa., born April 27, 1928, died November 6, 1985. 
She is survived by her husband, Joseph E.; four 
sons: J. Roger, Jeffrey F., Gregg F., Todd F.; 
seven grandchildren; four brothers: Rev. Glenn 
Frey, Charles C. Frey, Jay V. Frey, Emerson C. 
Frey; and a sister, Eunice, wife of Leroy Stein-
brecher. She was the daughter of Mary A. Frey 
and the late Armor P. Frey. She was a member of 
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church and was an 
active leader and Christian worker in her home 
and in various ministries of the denomination. 
Rev. John B. Hawbaker conducted the funeral 
service, assisted by Rev. Robert L. Sheetz. Inter-
ment was in the Creswell Cemetery. 
Niesley: Myron Brubaker Niesley passed away 
November 29, 1985. He is survived by his wife, 
Elsie; a son, Carman; a daughter, Carol Rohrer; a 
brother; six grandchildren; and one great-grand-
child. Services were held at the Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth 
Hepner and Rev. Charles Burgard officiating. 
Sider: Elsie (Sheffer) Sider, Wainfleet, Ont., 
was born December 28, 1898, and died November 
13, 1985. She is survived by her husband, Rev. 
Earl Sider, and five children, Rhoda (Mrs. Austin 
Heise), Dr. Morris Sider, Bishop Harvey Sider, 
Dr. Robert Sider, and Anna Ruth (Mrs. Harley 
Osborne). She is also survived by a brother, Rev. 
George Sheffer, and two sisters, Edith Stickley, 
and Minnie Wyant. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. W. Edward Rickman and Rev. 
Kenneth Case at the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church. Interment was in the Maple Lawn 
Cemetery. 
Stump: Walta L. Stump, Nappanee, Ind., born 
August 26, 1903, died November 18, 1985. On 
September 10, 1921, she married Carl G. Stump, 
former Central Conference bishop, who survives. 
Also surviving are 5 sons: Harvey, Owen, Ray, 
Leighton, and Kenneth; 3 daughters: Naomi 
Hertzler, Mary Lou Sheets, and Doris Huber; 33 
grandchildren; 34 great-grandchildren; 2 sisters; 
and 2 brothers. She was a member of the Union 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Gilbert 
Gomez and Rev. David McGarvey conducted the 
funeral service at the Union Center Church of the 
Brethren. Interment was in the Union Center 
Cemetery. 
Thompson: Mary Mae Thompson of the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation, died November 
13, 1985. She is survived by 4 sons: Arthur B. Jr., 
Edward, Calvin, and Clinton; a sister, Margaret 
Rummel; 11 grandchildren and 11 great-grand-
children. Services were held in Mt. Union, Pa. 
with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Messiah College: A History, by E. Mor-
ris Sider. © 1984 by Messiah College. 
Cloth, 314 pages, $11.95. Reviewed by 
Daryl Climenhaga, pastor of the Speed-
well Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa. 
Whether or not the reader is Brethren 
in Christ, whether his or her roots 
include Messiah College, or whether the 
reader has no previous knowledge of the 
college, Messiah College: A History by 
E. Morris Sider repays careful and 
repeated reading. Dr. Sider has written 
a clear history which is brought to life by 
his anecdotal style and by good pictures. 
I greatly appreciated discovering the 
origins of the college which I attended 
and now support. While the book may 
primarily appeal to the college constit-
uency, that focus can hardly be consid-
ered a weakness. Regardless, the story 
will arouse one's curiosity and deepen 
his or her appreciation. 
Dr. Sider divides the book into three 
parts. The first section spends 136 pages 
to cover 25 years. The Messiah Bible 
College and Missionary Training Home 
began with 12 students in the fall of 
1910. A visionary few erected the facili-
ties and supplied the faculty and funds. 
Even in its beginnings, Messiah stated 
an openness to those outside the church, 
a foreshadowing of the school's present 
position. But despite the dedication of 
the faculty and administration, the first 
years ended with declining enrollments 
and financial problems. 
The second period covers 61 pages 
and 26 years. Under the leadership of 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., the college over-
came its earlier problems and grew to 
maturity. Dr. Sider calls these "The 
Middle Years." Many in the church 
remember the college of this period. The 
^Apueij/\fytPers 
I'm glad our church needs money 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean it wasn't sending missionaries 
to Columbia, India, Japan, London, Nicaragua, Senegal, 
Venezuela, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, and preaching the 
gospel in many other places. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that it had "topped out" and 
wasn't interested in planting new churches—churches that 
cost a lot of money to get under way—in all the regional 
conferences of the brotherhood. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean it wasn't interested in providing 
wholesome activities for our teenagers and in educating our 
children in their impressible, formative years. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that it wasn't involved in 
helping needy people in our home areas and in countries 
around the world—people who are hungry, destitute, and 
without hope. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that each of our congregations 
would be on its own, with no administrative guidance by 
our bishops, General Secretary, and other leaders who are 
helping to lighten the loads of the pastors. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that our congregations would 
receive no outside guidance in doctrinal matters, and that 
young men and women who are interested in the ministry 
by Paul Hostetler 
would be unable to get proper training because of lack of 
funds. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that our Christian educational 
institutions would need to find more support elsewhere, and 
the college students from our congregations would not 
receive financial help toward their college expenses. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
If it didn't, it would mean that each congregation and 
individual member of the Brethren in Christ Church would 
need to get Sunday school literature, hymn books, youth 
materials, and many other publications from other sources. 
I'm glad our church needs money! 
The fact that it needs money, lots of it, means it is moving 
forward with enthusiasm, compassion, evangelism, vision, 
expansion, concern, and prayer. Our church needs my gifts, 
and I'm glad of it! I wouldn't want to belong to a church that 
wasn't continually urging me to give more. 
The article on thefacing page is thefirst in a series ofshort 
accounts of how the Lord has led his faithful servants into 
the joys of "laying up treasures in heaven." I wish to thank 
Dr. Ira Eyster, Executive Director of Planned Giving, and 
his associate, Rev. Henry Hostetter, who are gathering the 
information for these articles. 
Has the Master Giver been helping you in this way? Do 
you know of someone else who has experienced the delights 
of generous sharing? Please call me or write to me. Just give 
me the facts; I will be glad to write the story. (Paul Hostetler, 
Box 450, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 717-697-2634) Thank 
you! 
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book will evoke good, warm memories. 
The third section is the shortest. In 26 
pages Dr. Sider covers 24 years, noting 
Messiah's accreditation as a liberal arts 
college (1963), the change in financial 
status from relatively low endowments 
to a strong endowment program, the 
growth in the student body from 248 in 
1963 to 1,612 in 1983, and the corre-
sponding wider constituency which is 
perhaps the key to all other changes. 
Dr. Sider deliberately spends the most 
time on the earlier years. I applaud that. 
What we have been tells us a great deal 
about who we are. As I read, I found 
myself drawn into the beginning strug-
gles. The dedication of those who started 
the college was remarkable. The depth 
of opposition they faced, especially from 
the heartland of the church, would have 
stopped anyone not firmly convinced of 
God's leading. I was especially impressed 
with the sacrifices made on behalf of the 
college by the early faculty, trustees, and 
students. Asa Climenhaga's travels 
throughout the General Conference serve 
as just one example. Within the span of 
two years, 1918-1919, he visited 2,553 
homes soliciting money to retire the 
school's debt. While he seems to have 
enjoyed it and he carried out his work 
with enthusiasm, I am amazed at a 
schedule averaging three and a half 
home visits a day across the States and 
Canada. I was likewise impressed that 
Messiah is still turning out service-
minded students (pp. 259-260) just as 
the founders had envisioned. 
Dr. Sider tantalizes future historians 
with certain unanswered questions. What 
happened to the $8,800 from Kansas in 
1909 (p. 38)? How well have the church 
and college maintained their historic 
ties? How closely does the college now 
follow the spirit of the original charter? 
Although we are still too close to these 
last two questions to answer them, Dr. 
Sider suggests that the ties are close and 
the original charter intact (pp. 259-260). 
As we learn what we once were, we 
understand better the ways we act and 
feel today. I could not ask for more than 
this from a history of Messiah College: a 
well-written story that grips my atten-
tion and raises questions to work out in 
the future. Thank you, Dr. Sider. • 
Peter's Persistent Problem by Henry HostetterandPaul Hosteller 
Peter (not his real name) has lived with a persistent 
problem for many years. Actually, his parents passed it on 
to him. They believed that in daily practice and in church 
life they should take seriously the teaching of the Bible, 
particularly the words of Jesus. And Peter inherited the 
same convictions. 
Among the words of Christ that bothered Peter as a 
young man were these: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
on earth" (Matthew 6:19). It seemed to Peter that he could 
not be a true Christian unless he practiced this principle. 
The big question was "How much of the world's goods can a 
person have and not be guilty of violating this command?" 
Peter's consecration was deep enough that he would have 
been willing to go into "full-time service," but he was not 
called to that way of life. So he was content to serve as a 
Christian layman. Although to his fellow believers Peter 
appeared to be pleasing God, the question kept nagging 
him. 
Tithing and working for the Lord as opportunity afforded 
was to him a very normal part of Christian living, but 
accumulating as a result of diligent work and the Lord's 
blessing was another matter. Around him he saw what 
seemed to be committed Christians adding to their store of 
prosperity. Some began driving bigger cars, others moved 
into bigger homes, and all were adding to their bank 
accounts. 
Hovering in the dark background of this picture of 
prosperity were the deprived, the refugees, and the unem-
ployed. The look of agony on the faces of the hopeless in the 
inner city and around the world made him uncomfortable. 
They forced him to ask "What right do I have to the plush 
comforts of my surroundings while millions, equally loved 
by God, suffer and struggle?" 
There was no question in Peter's mind that to casually 
pass over such a direct statement by Jesus was not the right 
path. On the other hand, to turn his back on all the blessings 
he enjoyed and move to the level of those desperately in 
need would not solve the problem either. 
Here's how Peter finally solved his dilemma. He decided 
to live carefully and discreetly because that appeared to be 
nearer God's norm for man than any other path he might 
follow in light of all the factors involved. He decided to 
accumulate only what was a reasonable amount for a time 
of need, and not to lay up additional treasures. 
But such a way of life proved costly. God began to show 
Peter that his giving should go well beyond the tithe. He 
even led him to the liberality of hilarious giving which he 
read about in the eighth chapter of Second Corinthians. 
Some people thought Peter was taking things a bit too far, 
but the shine on the face of a truly generous Christian is 
rather convincing. 
Peter is now at peace with what amounts to a "capped 
financial level." Yet, because he is human, he is subject to 
temptation from Satan. He still hears the whisper, "You 
might have more dollars and cents to show at estate settle-
ment time if you would not take Jesus so seriously." How-
ever, he is sure he knows what this Scripture means for him, 
and he finds great delight in liberally sharing what God has 
given to him and his wife. 
And what does Peter have to say to his Christian brothers 
and sisters who follow a different way of life? Not very 
much. He is so busy enjoying his "persistent problem" that 
he has little time to criticize those who are accumulating 
much more in houses and land. But he has noticed that 
those who lay up earthly treasures have other kinds of 
problems, and one of them is finding true happiness. 
February 1986 27 
Messiah College News 
Brethren in Christ students 
contribute to basketball teams 
Tonya "Tug" Watts, a senior forward 
from Mechanicsburg, PA (Grantham 
congregation), was leading the Middle 
Atlantic Conference in scoring after six 
games, averaging 20.6 points. Also con-
tributing to the Falcons' women's team 
were Becky Kreider, a sophomore guard 
from Lancaster, PA, and Tina Horst, a 
senior manager from Hagerstown, MD. 
Tim Stoudnour, a freshman from 
Dillsburg, PA (Dillsburg congregation), 
is a forward on the Falcons' men's bas-
ketball roster. 
Students spend Christmas break 
ministering in Mexico 
A ministry team of 28 Messiah stu-
dents and 5 Houghton College students 
drove to El Paso, Texas, just after final 
exams in December to spread Christ-
mas cheer, both spiritually and physi-
cally, to poor Mexicans. The team has 
three goals: clothing distribution (two 
U-Haul trailers-full donated by the Mes-
siah community), construction, and pris-
on visitation. 
"We really praise the Lord for the 
spirit of cooperation that he gave, and 
the way the team pulled together," ex-
claimed Messiah team leader Dr. Robert 
Barrett, assistant professor of Engineer-
ing and Mathematical Sciences. "It was 
clear that many had prayed when we 
realized that 96 had made a decision to 
seek the Lord. About 1,000 gift bags had 
been given out." 
Each morning the team would fill 
over 100 shopping bags with apples and 
potatoes, an assortment of clothes, and 
a Gospel of John and a tract. Then, after 
the bags were packed into a van, team 
members would drive through the streets 
and hand them out to needy families. 
Spend a day at Messiah 
Late winter is an exciting time of year 
for high school seniors wishing to further 
their education after they graduate. It's 
also a busy time for the Messiah College 
admissions office, as the process of 
reviewing fall applications goes into full 
swing. 
To help students learn more about 
Messiah at this time, several college and 
department preview days have been 
scheduled. High school upperclassmen 
interested in any of the more than 40 
majors offered may choose from Col-
lege Preview Days on Monday, Febru-
ary 17 (President's Day) and Saturday, 
March 1. Faculty from two depart-
ments, Mathematical Sciences and Man-
agement and Business, invite students to 
campus on Friday, February 7, while 
the departments of Natural Sciences 
and Nursing will sponsor a preview day 
Friday, February 21. 
On each date, students will be wel-
comed, given a tour of the campus, 
treated to lunch with faculty, and be 
given a chance to meet with admissions, 
financial aid and academic advisers. The 
visit to campus lasts from 9:15 a.m. until 
approximately 2 p.m., but the benefits 
of discovering Messiah could last a 
lifetime. 
For more information about spend-
ing a day at Messiah, call Paul Morgan, 
Assistant Director of Admissions, at 
717-766-2511. Or, write him in care of 
the College, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Brethren in Christ 
sports tournament approaching 
The annual Brethrfen in Christ sports 
tournament will be held at Messiah 
March 7-15, while the students are on 
spring break. Tournament director Dean 
Lehman, (Mechanicsburg congregation) 
is looking forward to using the Hitch-
~JsHoel?e's Joi> 
God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change, the courage 
to change the things I can, and the wis-
dom to know the difference. 
wrna! 
A perennial favorite as a cross-
stitched sampler to frame and hang on 
the wall, this prayer has generally not 
made much of an impression on me. I'm 
not sure why—maybe its familiarity 
makes it seem simplistic, or maybe I've 
always felt that the prayer was used to 
gloss over hard things that ought to have 
been faced head-on. I think I've also 
suspected that people stop reading after 
the first part and fatalistically resign 
themselves to accepting lots of things 
they really don't want to accept at all 
and consequently they bury their true 
feelings. Lately, however, I've taken a 
new look at the prayer and discovered 
truth in it that is relevant to me in the 
circumstances of my life right now. 
For me, one of the big challenges is to 
discern between what I can and what I 
cannot change. To begin with, there are 
things about myself that I can't change 
and some I can. I can't change my sex, 
my age, my family, or some aspects of 
my physical appearance, but I can change 
how I feel about those things. That kind 
of change is not easy and often feels 
impossible, but it can happen. 
The dilemma is also focused in my 
attitudes toward other people. I often 
try to change my husband, my children, 
my relatives, my friends, my pastors, 
other Christians, my Senators and Rep-
resentatives, the President, and so on. 
Usually my efforts don't bring the results 
I want. I've fantasized that just the right 
words from me will produce magical 
changes and they will be transformed 
into the people I think they should be. 
When I can't come up with the right 
words or when change doesn't occur in 
spite of all my best efforts, I feel angry 
and defeated. I'm learning, however, 
that it isn't my responsibility to change 
other people—especially when one of 
the most basic rights of individuals is to 
be what they want to be and not what 
someone else wants them to be. Just as I 
want others to accept me the way I am, I 
want to allow other people to be who 
and what they are. 
It's hard to let go, particularly when it 
seems perfectly obvious to me that cer-
tain kinds of change would be in their 
(and the world's, and my!) best interests. 
I don't think I need to back off entirely 
and adopt a laissez-faire attitude; I think 
it's entirely appropriate to attempt to 
influence people's thoughts, attitudes, 
and beliefs when what they are doing 
seems destructive either to themselves or 
to others. But ultimately I am not 
responsible to make them change—any 
change that occurs has to come because 
that's what they want for themselves and 
not because it's been forced on them 
from the outside. (In the case of my 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
cock Arena in the new Sollenberger 
Sports Center this year as well as the 
facilities in the Eisenhower Campus 
Center. 
"We are not limiting the number of 
churches or teams, because we have the 
new facility to use, and we can play four 
games at once there," Lehman said. He 
added that close to 1,000 persons from 
40 to 50 churches in the Allegheny and 
Atlantic conferences competed last year, 
and he hopes to at least equal that turn-
out this year. 
Competition will be held in men's 
basketball—A, B and C leagues, women's 
volleyball—A and B leagues, table ten-
nis doubles and mixed bowling teams. 
Trophies and ribbons will be presented 
to the winners and runners-up. 
"We're going to ha.ve two basketball 
and two volleyball games going at the 
same time on the first night," Lehman 
said. "We'll have chairs set up along the 
jogging track overhead for people to 
watch." 
Lehman, being assisted by Grantham 
Church members Fred Barr and Dewey 
Hartsock, noted that there is a small 
admission fee to cover the cost of the 
officiating during the tournament. In-




I have a problem! Of course, I gather 
that there is nothing new in having peo-
ple writing to you about their problems. 
Relax. This one is nothing like Corinth! 
Here's a little background on my 
problem. I'm connected with what is 
commonly called "a new church plant-
ing." This is simply our way of referring 
to churches that have been started in the 
past number of years as a result of a 
mother church or regional leaders pray-
ing and planning and then deliberately 
starting a church. This approach to 
church growth has been articulated in 
the past decade or two by certain leaders 
in what is known as the Church Growth 
Movement. You must be smiling, Paul, 
and I am too as I write to tell you about 
a church growth movement. After all, 
you were at the heart of the original one. 
And here we are, still learning about 
church growth from the record of how 
you moved around your world planting 
churches almost like a Johnny Apple-
seed. (Sorry, about name dropping, 
Paul. He is a well-known legend that I 
won't take time to explain now.) 
So what's my probelm? Well, it isn't 
that I question the validity of starting 
new churches; I'm really excited about 
the potential of this facet of the church's 
growth. I could hope that all over North 
America we might see new clusters of 
people blossoming into churches that 
are true expressions of the body of 
Christ. 
What I'm struggling with, Paul, is a 
concept that is thought, by some in the 
field, to be an integral part of church 
growth. I'm talking about the principle 
of homogeneity. Even though the word 
was not part of your church growth 
vocabulary, it is apparent from reading 
your letter to "the saints which are at 
Ephesus and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus" that you are quite familiar with 
the concept and are in fact, a strong 
proponent of the same—sort of. 
I read your letter to the saints at 
Ephesus again this week. What I want to 
say now is getting away from my prob-
children, I have more responsibility to 
guide them in specific paths when they're 
young, but even they are autonomous 
individuals who must eventually make 
their own decisions regardless of what I 
want for them.) 
I think it's especially hard to let go 
when I don't agree with or approve of 
what others are doing. It's not easy to 
accept another person's right to his or 
her own feelings and perceptions if they 
are diametrically opposed to my own. 
It's hard not to try to change those feel-
ings and perceptions. If that doesn't 
work, it's hard not to ignore the differ-
ences and pretend they don't exist, or to 
use subtle, manipulatory tactics to 
achieve the results I want. Doing the 
latter generally results in the person's 
feeling invisible and unacceptable, or 
manipulated and coerced, and no one 
likes to feel that way. If one of the things 
I cannot change is another person, then 
acceptance means recognition and ac-
knowledgement—openly, publicly, mat-
ter-of-factly—of the things that make us 
see the world differently. When I pre-
tend the differences don't exist and don't 
talk openly with others about their per-' 
ceptions, I contradict whatever words of 
acceptance I might say. 
I know of many specific examples 
which would illustrate the interpersonal 
dynamics I'm describing here. I certainly 
haven't figured everything out, and I'm 
well aware that there are other angles to 
this "acceptance" thing that I haven't 
resolved yet. I do know, however, that it 
is important to my relationships with 
other people for me to let go of my need 
for them to change according to my 
specifications. That doesn't mean that I 
can't let them know what I think and 
feel, but it does mean that my love, sup-
port, and care are in no way conditioned 
by how they respond or whether they 
change. 
Having the courage to come to these 
conclusions is one way I'm changing. As 
I change, it's becoming easier to be 
serene about the fact that I can't and 
shouldn't try to change other people, 
and to accept their right to their own 
ideas and feelings. I don't claim great 
wisdom in coming to these conclusions, 
but I know that there is great relief in 
them. 
Phoebe 
New Resource Listing 
of Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ 
Women 
The 1985-86 Resource Listing of 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
Women is now available from Men-
nonite Central Committee. 
This directory includes the names 
and brief resumes of over 200 
women in the United States and 
Canada who are will ing to offer their 
gifts to the service of the church and 
the larger community. Program plan-
ners, administrators and nominat-
ing committees will find the listing 
useful for locating women to serve 
as speakers, resource people, and 
on boards and committees. 
The listing is available from MCC 
for $2 to individuals and free to insti-
tutions. Write to: 
MCC 
Box M 
Akron, PA 17501 
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lem a bit, but I must share this with you, 
Paul. You probably never fully per-
ceived the priceless quality of this letter, 
having written it as you did from prison 
and so near the end of your ministry. 
But the truth is we Brethren in Christ 
find it to be truly a treasure, a gem lifting 
up Christ as the center of all, while so 
warmly offering encouragement to the 
saints. Let me illustrate what I mean. 
Many years ago a Bible came into my 
possession. It had been used by one of 
the faithful Brethren in Christ preachers 
of a former generation. I prize it dearly. 
It has the look and feel of a book that 
was loved and treasured. One of its strik-
ing features is that when I hold it in a 
closed position and look at the edges 
where the Bible opens, there is a dark 
line. When I put my thumb at that line 
and open the Bible I find before me your 
letter to the Ephesians. Obviously the 
one who for years had loved and used 
this Bible to preach among the Brethren 
in Christ churches had turned so often 
to Ephesians that the pages in that part 
of the Bible became noticeably soiled 
and frayed. 
But back to my problem. Our dic-
tionary defines "homogeneous" as "being 
of the same or similar kind or nature." 
Some leaders in the contemporary church 
growth movement have given the impres-
sion that to be growth oriented, churches 
ought to be made up of people who are 
of a similar kind or nature—hence the 
principle of homogeneity. Growth, we 
are told, is more likely to happen when 
churches know who they are, i.e., mid-
dle class, blue collar, or professional. 
Having clarified their identity, they can 
put their effort into reaching out to their 
kind of people. 
I don't know about you, Paul, but 
something doesn't feel right when I take 
that principle too seriously. Come to 
think of it, I guess I do know about you! 
After reading your letter to the saints at 
Ephesus again, I hear your message loud 
and clear. In chapter 4 you clearly 
affirmed the validity of diversity. I am 
convinced that you perceived the church 
as a redeemed society where occupation, 
social strata, race, marital status, cultur-
al background, and financial success are 
not barriers to fellowship and growth, 
but rather enriching dimensions to be 
"homogenized" in the context of spirit-
ual unity. Having affirmed diversity, 
you in no uncertain terms called on the 
churches to put strong effort into keep-
ing the unity of the Spirit. You chal-
lenged them and us to acknowledge 
diversity as the much needed variety of 
building materials that become one holy 
temple, of which Jesus is the corner-
stone. You called us to see ourselves as a 
body composed of a wide variety of 
members, all under the gracious admin-
istration of Christ the head. 
Last Saturday night the church board 
met and one item was a letter of apology 
from one of the members. The writer 
reflected on her unaccepting attitude 
toward a charismatic member of the 
church and her recent harsh comment 
about that person. It was apparent that 
the writer had previously been operating 
from a principle of narrow homogeneity— 
wishing the other member with his very 
different preception of Christian expe-
rience would simply go away. However, 
the Holy Spirit had begun to work in her 
life. She was discovering that many dif-
ferences are peripheral or minor when 
one focuses on the unity of the Spirit. In 
fact, following the reading of the letter 
of apology, it was reported that that 
very day these two different members 
and their families had spent several 
hours together discovering how valua-
ble each was to the other and to the 
Christian family. 
I find it extremely encouraging, Paul, 
to realize that people in the church 
today are doing what you called for: 
"Making every effort to keep the unity 
of the Spirit through the bond of peace." 
And it is an observable fact that wher-
ever this concern works its way into the 
warp and woof of the brotherhood (as it 
did so beautifully in the example above), 
growth will be more real and spontane-
ous—and, I suspect, more rapid than in 
churches where unity is thought to grow 
out of sameness. 
Paul, I was just thinking of suggesting 
how great it would be if you could come 
over and preach at our church to exhort 
us in these principles. Of course, that 
isn't practical and fortunately not neces-
sary either since you wrote so effectively 
on this issue in your letter to the saints at 
Ephesus. I think what I will do, if you 
don't mind, is suggest to our pastor that 
he might preach another sermon or even 
a series from chapter 4 on "Unity in 
Diversity" or "The Principle of Biblical 
Homogeneity." I suspect we will do well 
to give considerable attention to the 
question of how we in our churches are 
going to reach beyond our surface dif-
ferences to build up the central issues 
that we do share in common. Thanks for 
putting these issues in such practical 
terms in Ephesians 4! 
Stretching toward unity, 
Onesimus 
'diPoria! 
The 14th of February is dedicated 
to romance. Anniversaries and other 
special days have their romantic 
overtones, but no day is so un-
abashedly romantic as is Valentine's 
Day. 
One will not find the day listed 
among the church's Holy Days. This 
is understandable, although it is 
really Saint Valentine's Day. We are 
not suggesting that it be placed on a 
par with Easter and Christmas. But 
should not the day have equal billing 
with Mothers' Day and Fathers' 
Day? I have heard mothers extolled 
on Mothers ' Day and fathers re-
minded on Fathers' Day in Sunday 
school openings and in the worship 
hour. I have, to my knowledge, 
never heard a sermon in praise of 
romance delivered on the Sunday 
nearest to Valentine's Day. 
Maybe romance is not that of 
which sermons are made, but it is 
that of which good marriages con-
sist. The virtues of motherhood and 
the strength of fatherhood will both 
be found wanting if the quality of 
romance is absent in the marriage 
relationship. 
Pity the wife f rom whose heart 
romance has fled; who at about this 
time of year does not hunt for a lace 
trimmed card with sentiments she 
feels, but cannot quite bring herself 
to say. And now, having found just 
the card, she places it where her hus-
band will find it, and, if possible, will 
watch f rom an unobserved vantage 
point as he opens and reads it. 
Shame on the husband who no 
longer lets himself be carried away 
into buying one of those heart-
shaped boxes of candy—where the 
box costs more than the candy, and 
who then watches with a school boy 
shyness as she opens the box and 
says, "You shouldn't have done it!" 
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In praise of romance 
And both know deep in their hearts 
that he should have. Maybe it's a 
pretty dress they could not afford— 
except on Valentine's Day—or a 
meal in a restaurant with cloth nap-
kins, candles at each table, and 
tables just for two. 
Of such things and others is ro-
mance made. How tragic the mar-
riage f rom which it has fled. How 
sad the home where the eyes do not 
light up at the sight of the other or 
the heartbeat quicken at the touch of 
the hand. How irreparably deprived 
are those children of a home where 
the fire of romance has been allowed 
to go out and words of endearment 
are never heard and acts of affection 
are never seen. 
But marriages cannot survive on 
romance alone. Romance is too fra-
gile to by itself weather the storms 
which beat upon the marriage. One 
of the causes of our mounting mar-
riage casualties is that romance is 
seen as the foundat ion of marriage. 
Our society has asked it to bear more 
than it is able and in the process both 
marriage and romance become cas-
ualties. Of itself it is an inadequate 
base. 
Unless we are prepared to resort 
to "planned" marriages as is the 
pattern in other cultures, romantic 
love will continue to be the initial 
and powerful catalyst which will 
bring a man and a woman to the 
marriage altar. Romantic love will 
be that which will cause them not 
only to be willing but to be eager to 
forsake all others and to accept the 
responsibilities and disciplines of the 
marriage state. 
For the long pull, more than ro-
mance is needed. The foundation 
f rom the biblical perspective is faith-
fulness. A stable marriage must be 
undergirded by a commitment to 
each other that is binding regardless 
of the ebb and flow of feelings and 
the variations of circumstances. Faith-
fulness means that there is no room 
for second thoughts; that there is no 
going back, for deep within each 
partner all bridges have been burned 
and all options destroyed. It is on 
such a foundation that marriages are 
built and such a foundat ion is re-
quired for their survival. 
The Christian marriage has an 
added quality. To faithfulness is 
added Christian love—agape love. 
Romantic love is partly self-centered 
and self-motivated. Agape love is 
"other-centered." Romantic love is 
based on the qualities and virtues 
and worth seen in the other person 
which will bring enrichment to the 
life of the admirer. Agape love is 
based on Christ's caring love ex-
pressed in and through us. It is kind 
and longsuffering. It goes the second 
c ^ Pontius' Puddle 
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mile. It forgives and heals. It is 
unilateral—given regardless of re-
sponse. But agape love, in itself, is 
not an adequate basis for marriage. 
It is an essential ingredient in its sur-
vival and its health, but we do not 
marry on the basis of agape love. 
Marriages held together by faith-
fulness alone may be little more than 
a legal contract or an economic con-
venience. Add to this agape love and 
one has added qualities of caring 
and respect. But, in truth, this adds 
no quality different than that which 
should characterize the relationship 
of all Christians with each other. 
Give me a marriage founded upon 
faithfulness, supported by agape 
love, and lighted by romance and I 
will show you a relationship which is 
the envy of angels and the joy of the 
whole earth. It is f rom such mar-
riages that children will rise up and 
call their parents blessed. 
Romance is a fragile thing. It 
needs the constant attention of hus-
band and wife. It will die in the pres-
sure of a too busy life and the aridity 
of thoughtlessness and selfishness. It 
needs the kind word, the affectionate 
glance, the unexpected act of thought-
fulness, the evening alone, and the 
added pressure to the held hand. 
Romance, like man, does not live by 
bread alone. 
Romance transforms the vows of 
faithfulness f rom an obligation to 
privilege. It s tops the "second 
thoughts" before they begin and 
defuses the wayward glance. 
Faithfulness, agape love, and ro-
mance are a holy trinity which will 
make the marriage relationship a 
touch of heaven on earth. We need a 
renewed emphasis upon this trinitar-
ian doctrine. We have been paying a 
tragic price for its neglect. 
John Zercher, Feb. 10, 1973 
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General Conference Information 
A special, four-page insert was pub-
lished last month in the Evangelical Vis-
itor. It had three registration forms: 
Form A—To be filled out by every-
one attending General Conference (men, 
women, children), even those commut-
ing from home. Send this form to the 
Convention Director. 
Form B—To be filled out by all who 
desire meals and/or lodging at McMas-
ter University, Hamilton, Ontario, where 
the conference will convene. This form 
should be sent directly to McMaster 
University. 
Please note: Form B is not clear on 
how to handle lodging for the weekly 
rate (5-night charge) for 5,6, or 7 nights. 
Simply place a "5" in blank 28,29, or 30 
and write somewhere on the form that 
you will be staying for 6 or 7 nights. 
Read item 28 (opposite the forms) for 
more lodging information. 
Form C—To be filled out by those 
who need transportation from and/or 
to the airport. This form should be sent 
directly to Airways Transit. 
Charter bus transportation will be 
available (depending on response) from 
Chambersburg and Lancaster, Pa., and 
points north. Check with your pastor. 
Because of holidays in both Canada 
and the U.S., it is extremely important 
to make your travel reservations early. 
The same urgency applies for area camp-
sites and motels. 
You can get extra registration forms 
from your pastor or bishop. Or you can 
simply make photo copies of the form 
you have. 
Pre-registration, with pre-payment of 
all fees, is again the procedure. This will 
enable you to quickly complete your 
registration after you arrive. 
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People from the U.S. can save about 
$ 11 by paying for five days of meals and 
lodging in Canadian funds. Since there 
are bank charges for each transaction, 
the more people submitting such a check 
together, the better the saving. Treasur-
ers are encouraged to pay for all dele-
gates with one check. Contact your local 
bank for details. 
For details on the pre-Conference 
"Study Conference on Interpreting the 
Bible," which you are welcome to attend 
as an observer, read the article by Owen 
Alderfer in the January issue. The study 
conference begins at 1:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 3, and ends at 8:00 p.m. July 4. 
An announcement appears in the 
same issue giving information on the 
special 200th anniversary celebration in 
Kitchener, Ontario on Sunday morning, 
July 6. No service is planned at the Gen-
eral Conference site. Transportation is 
being provided to Kitchener and back 
(in time for the noon meal) at nominal 
cost for all who request it when they 
register on FORM A. 
Good activities are planned for all age 
groups throughout the General Confer-
ence. Children through age 11 will have 
supervised learning experiences as in 
previous conferences. Excellent youth 
activities are also planned; more details 
should be forthcoming soon if not al-
ready in your hands. 
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed. 
All persons should be in their rooms by 
that hour unless involved in approved 
activities elsewhere. The curfew does not 
mean "lights out," but it does mean 
subdued conversation in the rooms. 
From January through June each 
issue of the Visitor will have General 
Conference Information. You will find 
it helpful to keep these copies at hand. 
For more information, contact Paul 
Hostetler, Convention Director, Gran-
tham, PA 17027. Phone: (Office) 717-
697-2634, (Home) 717-766-2621. You 
can leave a recorded message at the 
home number if necessary. 
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